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3 Mary Ml at cight 


years of age, was taken from her nur- 


whom ſhe had never before ſeen, and 
of whom ſhe had conceived no very 


"nurſe was a good fort of woman, but 


„ I 


ſery and put under the care of a Lady 


favourable opinion, from the notions 
ſhe had formed of a governeſs. Her 


too much diſpoſed to ſpoil children by 

2 miſtaken indulgence of their whims 
and caprices, Lady Mary's mother 5 

| had provided a comfortable ſituation 
"ys "HY £1 for 
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"os her in the country, and it was ſets 
* ted that ſhe was to leave the houſe 
on the ſame day Mrs. Montfort ſhould 
enter it. The nurſe was much afflict- 
ed at parting with her young charge, | 
but her grief ſoon ſubſided ;- and be- 
fore ſhe had travelled three miles, ſhe 
thought only of the little cottage and 


the field ſhe was going to poſſeſs. ; 


muſt, however, do the poor woman 
the juſtice to ſay, ſhe reflected with 
ſome pleaſure upon the probability 
there was of Lady Mary's paying ber 

a viſit in the ſummer, and eating ſtraw- | 
berries and cream at her expence. 
Mary ſpent che remainder of the day 
in her mama's dreſſing· room: ſhe was 
at firſt very low ſpirited, but a crowd 
of viſitors, who all declared ſhe was 
be. ſweeteſt little girl that ever was ſeen, 
i * . diverted 
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tiverted her ſorrows, and when the 
clock ſtruch five, and her mama left 
her, in order to dreſs for dinner, Mary 
immediately conſulted the pier glaſſes, 
and found that the ladies were much 
in the right, and that, to be ſure ſhe 
was very handſome. When Lady S—'s 
toilet was finiſhed Mary went to fup- 
per, and from thence to her nurſery, 


but how was ſhe furprized to find it | 


quite altered. Her play- room (which 
before was almoſt empty) was now fur- 
niſhed with a book-caſe, writing-table, 
drawing-deſk, globes and harpſichord. 
In the room where ſhe was accuſtomed 
to ſleep was a little bed, placed by the 
{fide of a large white dimity one. She 
_ preſently gueſſed what all this meant, 
and turning to the maid who accom- 
N her, ſhe haſtily cried, „For 
' B 2 655 


4 THE GOOD GOVERNESS; on 
God's ſake put me to bed, that I may 
not ſee her till morning.“ 1 Oh, if 
you mean your governeſs, ma' am, you 
muſt make haſte, for tis now half paſt 
ſeven, and ſhe is to come at eight.“ 
Lady Mary—“ J don't know what 
buſineſs ſhe has to come at all, a great 
_ plague—Nurſe told me ſhe would be 
croſs—horrid creature! I wiſh, wiſh 
nurſe had ſtayed—ſhe ſaid ſhe would 
have taken my part againſt any croſs- 
brained governeſs.— Oh, I wiſh the 
coach would e and nurſe would 
come back again.“ | 
Ann—“ Yournurle is much abligell | 
to your good wiſhes, ma'am; for my 
part think it a very happy thing ſhe 
is gone. Your governeſs will ſoon 
teach you another ſtory, than to fit in 
the chimney corner all day,” | 


Lady 
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Lady Mary—-* I'll tell mama of 
: you.” | * 

Ann“ Do you chuſe to go to bed, 

ma' am, or 1 ſhall take away the candle,” 

Lady Mary—* That you dare not 
do I'm fure it is no buſineſs of yours, 
whether I fit up or no—I won't go to 
bed if I do not like it.” D 

Ann—* With all my heart, ma'am, 
and then when your governeſs comes, 
you will have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
her.” 23s 

Lady Mary Hang the governeſs f 
If ſhe was not coming, I'll be hanged 
if I would not ſtay up on purpoſe to 
teize you.“ | 

Ann —“ Fye, miſs, to uſe ſuchwords, 
PII be hanged indeed! Pretty words 
for a young lady—but, as I ſaid be- 
fore, you'll ſoon be taught another 

| B 3 | ſtory z 
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ſtory ; to-morrow it will not be 1 'l 
3e hanged, ” but <4 71! be whipt.” 

Mary felt the irony of the ſpeech, 
but hearing a noiſe on the ſtairs, ſhe 
concluded it muſt be Mrs. Montfort, 
and peeviſnly ordering Ann to go and 
look, tore off her apparel, and made 
ſo much haſte in putting on her night 
clothes, that when her maid returned, 

to tell her her fears were unfounded, - 
ſhe: had laid her head on the pillow, 
and was feigning a deep ſleep. Ann 
now folded up her young lady's æp- 
parel, and wiſhing her a good night, 
left her to dream of her governeſs. | 
At a quarter paſt. eight Mrs, Mont- 
fort arrived: this Mary ſoon diſco- 
vered by the bultle ſhe heard in the 
next.room, but as ſhe dreaded nothing 
ſo much as her firſt introduction, ſe 


lay 
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lay very quiet, nor did ſhe even move 
when her chamber door opened, and 
a ſtrange voice ſaid, is Lady Mary 
in bed?” Ann replied in the affirma- 
tive, and Mrs. Montfort, (for it was 
ſhe that enquired) opening the curtains 
gently, ſaid & I fancy ſhe is aſleep.” 
&« Shall I wake her?“ replied the maid. 
«© By no means, we ſhall ſee each 
other in the morning, and it would be 
a pity to diſturb her.” 

The little girl lay all this 1 time as 
ſtill as a mouſe; ſhe longed much to 
take a peep, but, as her curtains were 
again cloſed, ſhe was forced to ſul. 
pend her curioſity. , 


B 4 C HAP. 


3 quainted with you.“ Mary obeyed, 


2 THE GOOD GOVERNESS; on 
CHAPTER: H. 


Ar ſeven the next morning, Lady 


Mary was awakened by Mrs, Mont- | 


fort, who was already dreſſed. At 


firſt, forgetting that her nurſe was 


gone, ſhe yawned, and peeviſhly drawl- 


ce out «I can't get up, I'm ſleepy ;” 
but preſently recolleCling the change 


that had taken place, ſhe opened her 


eyes, and for the firſt time, had a full 
view of her governeſs. What ſort of | 


a-woman ſhe expected to ſee, I can- 


not exactly tell, all I know is, that ſne 
was much pleaſed to find ſhe had the 


ſame good · natured ſmile as her dear 
mama. Come,” ſaid Mrs. Montfort, 
e the clock has ſtruck ſeven, it is time 
to get up, beſides 1 long to be ac- 


and 


= 
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andgwhilſt Pc was dreſſing her, ſhe 
loſt no time in examining her gover- 
neſs from head to foot, who, on her 
part was not idle in ſurveying Lady 
Mary, from the happineſs of whoſe 
phyſiognomy, ſhe prognoſticated much 
ſucceſs in her undertaking. The faults 
which this little girl had contradted 
had not yet ſunk deep enough to be 


diſcernible in the features of her face, 
and her countenance, open and good- 
humoured, bore the marks of an ami- 
able and ingenuous diſpoſition. When 
ſhe vas dreſſed they ſaid prayers to- 
gether, and Mary read a chapter in 
the New Teſtament, Mrs. Montfort 
then aſked her ſeveral queſtions, in 
order to judge of the progreſs ſhe had 
made in her education, and finding 
her in general very deficient, talked a 
. | great 


z0 TIR GOOD GOVERNESS ; on 
great deal about the neceſſity there 
was of making good uſe of time, and 
endeavouring to render her ſenſible of 
the very diſadvantageous light in which 
an ignorant woman always appears. 
| Breakfaſt coming in, Mary no. longer 
gave attention to her governeſs's re- 
marks, but with an eager eye, ſurvey- 
ing the table, ſaw that dry toaſt and 
a baſon of milk and water, were fub- 
ſtituted in the place of what ſhe uſu- ; 
\ally- eat. When children are fuffered 
to eat as much as they pleaſe, they” 
foon become greedy. Mary's nurfe 
unfortunately thought they could not 
have too much; the conſequence was, 
that the little girl was 'never fatisfied, 
and after having devoured every morn- 
ing a quantity of bread 'and butter, 
three or four cups of tea, and half of 
2 A the 
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the. good woman's buttered toaſt or 
muffin, ſhe would cry and roar till. 
they brought her biſcuits. But the 
ſcene was now to be changed, and 
Mary was no longer to be indulged 
in her whims: this ſhe pretty well 

underſtood from ſome hints Mrs. Mont- ; 
fort had dropped, in converſation they 
juſt had had together, and accordingly- 
thought it better not to diſpute. the 
point, though ſhe was evidently much 
diſpleaſed at the ſimple fare provided 
for. her. * | 8978 
Mrs. Montfort did not ſeem to no- 
tice her ill humour, and when break- 
faſt was over, took a walk with her 
round the ſquare in which ſhe lived, 
where they happened to meet with ſome 
little girls with whom Mary was ac: 
quainted,- When they aſked after her 
. 16 bealth, 
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health, and that of her father and mo- 
ther, inſtead of ſatisfying their enqui- 
ries, and returning the compliment, ſhe 
hung down her head, and turning her 
back upon them, was preparing to walk 
away, when Mrs. Montfort prevented 
her, and with much difficulty prevail- 
ed on her to curtſey and ſay “ very 
well I thank you,” and that was all, 
not one word more would this fooliſh 
girl ſay. Her little friends paſſed on, 
much diſguſted with her behaviour, 
and rather ſurpriſed at it, as ſhe ge- 
nerally accoſted them with a great deal 
of boldneſs; and though ſhe never en- 
quired after their parents, ſhe had al- 
ways a great deal to ſay upon ſome new 
toy her” nurſe had either bought, or 
promiſed her, and had never till now 
appeared afraid of ſpeaking to them. 
* mY >. he 
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The truth was, Mary had often boaſted 
to her friends of the liberty ſhe en- 
joyed, telling them how eafily ſhe 


could get any thing by pretending to 


cry, that ſhe did juſt as ſhe pleaſed, 
never read but when ſhe was in the 
humour for it, &c. &c. 

This nonſenſe ſhe generally boron 
upon her auditors with an air of ex- 
ultation, as much as to ſay, © you are 
treated as children, but I am quite a 
woman; they are afraid to give me 
rules, they know very well I ſhould 
break them ' preſently.” In anſwer, 
Mary was conſtantly told the caſe would 
ſoon be quite different, but ſhe al- 
ways contended, no governeſs ſhould 
make her do what the did not like; 
that if ſhe had an hundred, ſhe would 


conquer them all; and as for learning 


a TO renchy 
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French, that ſhe poſitively never would 
do. A great deal of ſtuff like this ſhe 


was continually uttering, and now, 


when ſhe found all her- boaſted liberty 
gone, all profpeQs of regaining it va- 


niſhed, ſhe felt herſelf ſo humbled that 


ſhe was aſhamed to look thoſe in the 


face, to whom ſhe had ſo frequently 


boaſted, 
My dear,” faid Mrs. Montfort to 


her, as they walked home, „what could 


make you ſo rude to thoſe young la- 


dies? I confeſs I am at a loſs to 


account. for your behaviour, as. from 


the little I ſaw of them, I cannot ſup- 


poſe your mama has forbidden you to 
be acquainted.” 

Aſter a great deal of evaſion on 
Mary's part, ſhe was at laſt brought, with 
much n to confeſs the reaſon. 
1 «Iam 


— 
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, [ am glad you have explained 
yourſel at laſt,” ſaid her governeſs, 
and before I make any remark upon 
the ridiculous notions you. have im- 
bibed, let me caution you againſt uſing 
prevarication with me; I have had too 
much experience ever to be deceived - 
by it, and the fault you endeavour to 


bide, will always be puniſhed with ad-. 


ditional ſeverity. Perhaps you may 
not yet have been taught this leſſon, 
and therefore, ſuppoſing your error 
proceeded from ignorance, for this 
once 1 ſhall take no farther notice of 
it. As to your idea of being aſhamed 
of not having your own way, it is re- 
ally a moſt ridiculous one. You wiſh 
then to be left entirely to yourſelf, to 
forego the moſt noble advantage your 
tuation affords you, that of enabling 

= you 
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you to receive a good education; in 
ſhort, you wiſh to put yourſelf upon a 
level with common beggars, who are 
under no reſtraint, and whoſe greateſt 
misfortune is that of having nobody to 
point out to them the difference be- 
tween good and evil. Beſides this, 
you muſt conſider how bad a compli- 
ment you pay your parents, in being 
aſhamed of the plan they adopt for 
your improvement, On the contrary, 
ought you not to be grateful for the 
intereſt they take in your welfare? Be. 
aſſured they are the beſt judges: of 
what is moſt conducive to it, and be- 
lieve them to be attuated only by 
their, ardent wiſhes for your future 
happineſs. You can never make a ſuf- 
ficient return for their goodneſs, but 
by uſing your utmoſt endeavours to 
profit 
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profit by the care and expence they 


beſtow upon you. | You will at leaſt. 
ſhew you are ſenſible of the obliga- 


tion,” 

They had now reached home, and 
by the time Mary had, for the firſt 
time in her life, folded up her tippet 
herſelf, the clock ſtruck ten, and ſhe 
was told to expect her muſic maſter, 
In a few minutes he arrived, and ſhe 
was not a little diſappointed upon hear- 
ing there was a great deal to learn 
before ſhe would be permitted to touch 
the harpſichord. She began to give 
herſelf a great many airs upon the oc- 
caſion, but ſoon perceiving they were 


to no purpoſe, as the inſtrument re- ' 
mained unopened, and Mr. D-— ſtill 


perſiſted in making her name the notes 
. according to the given cliff, ſhe grew 
4 more 


4 
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more patient, and got through her leſ. 
ſon with a tolerable degree of credit. 
Her capacity was in reality good; ſhe 
was quick, and had an excellent me- 
mory, but, to balance theſe gifts, ſhe 
was idle, giddy, and obſtinate: when 
oppoſed ſhe generally flew into a paſ- 
| Gon, and when once this was the caſe, 
it was difficult to pacify her, except. 
by yielding the point, which method, 

unhappily for the poor child, her nurſe 
had always been accuſtomed to pur- 


ſue. 1 — 


When Mr. D— was gone, Mrs. 
Montfort beſtowed ſome praiſes . upon 
Mary for the attention ſhe had given 
to her maſter's inſtructions, and as a 
recompence, propoſed to begin teaching 


ker geography immediately, The ter- 
reſtrial, 
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reſtrialglobe was accordingly uncover. 
ed, and Mrs. Montfort explained to her 
inthe moſtfamiliar manner the different 
circles deſcribed upon it, making her 
comprehend the meaning of the words 
latitude and longitude, &c. &c. 
And now, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, 
& repeat to me as much as you can re- 
collect of what I have been ſaying.” 
- As the ſtudy happened to accord 
with the little girl's fancy, ſhe had 
liſtened with pleaſure, -and was of 
courſe able to comply with her go- 
verneſs's requeſt, who was much pleaſ- 
ed to ſpeak in her praiſe to Lady S—, 
who came into the room juſt as the 
leſſon was over. 
„am very glad indeed,” ſaid this 
Lady (as ſhe tenderly kiſſed Mary) to 
bear ſo good an account of my little 
girl. 
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girl. You muſt continue, my dear 


child, to deſerve ſuch commendation ; 
if you love me you will, as nothing 
can give me more pleaſure. You 


| have hitherto been very idle, but you 


are now eight years old, and muſt no 
longer play the baby. Surely you 
will always attend to Mrs, Montfort's 
inftruftions, when I tell you, that from 
this time forward 1 ſhall only judge of 
the love my little Mary bears her 


mama, by the improvement ſhe makes. 
If you have no objeQtion, my dear 


Madam, I will run away with your 
pupil for two or three hours after ſhe 


bas dined, as you probably wiſh to 


have .to-day ſome time to yourſelf, 
You may, beſides, look over your lit- 
tle library, and if any other books are 

wanted, 
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_ wanted, you will, of courſe, ſend for 
them as ſoon as poſlible.” | | 
Alfter converſing ſome time with 
Mrs. Montfort, Lady S——— went 
down ſtairs, and Mary complaining of 
hunger, the bell was rung, and a piece 
of bread ordered. The. maid who 
brought it up, ſaid .“ ſhe was afraid 
her Ladyſhip would not eat it without 
butter or ſweetmeat,“ but Mrs. Mont- 
fort would permit neither to be added, 
and as the little girl had breakfaſted 
_ early, ſhe was too hungry to argue up- 
on the occaſion, When ſhe had done 
eating, ſhe was to write a copy, and 
had ſome rules in arithmetic to learn 
by heart. 
It was paſt two o'clock before ſhe 
could ſay this taſk, ſhort as it was; 
Her page of writing was very bad, but 
as 
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as ſhe had never before held a penz 
Mrs. Montfort allowed for its impers 
fections. At «hree they were ſum- 
moned to dinner. Mary was ſo eager 
to go down, that ſhe would not ſuffer 
ber ſaſh to be tied, and though they 
were at the bottom of the ſtaircaſe be- 
fore Mrs. Montfort perceived the ends 
trailing on the ground, ſhe was forced 
to go up again to have her dreſs com- 
—_— 00,7 ie 
Freſh mortifications were preparing 
for her below.—She found ſhe was to- 
leave nothing on her plate, to be helped 
but once to meat, to eat no butter of 
fugar with her pudding, to drink but 
twice during dinner. No cheeſe was al. 
lowed, nor was ſhe to call for pepper 
and vinegar to her greens, and above 
all ſhe was not permitted to reſt her. 
| | elbows 
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Elbows upon the table, Theſe little 
arrangements gave her ſome pain, as 
the had always been) accuſtomed to 
place a great deal of her happineſs i in 
the like trifling gratifications, and now 
thought it very hard to be deprived 
of them. As ſoon as dinner was over, 
ſhe went up to her mama, with whom 
ſhe ſoon after went out, 

Her governeſs in the mean time was 
bufily employed in looking over the 
books in their apartment. The ſelec- 
tion had been made with great judg- 
ment by Lady S——; it was com- 
plete, and contained a regular courſe 
of reading for many years. She after- 
wards drew out a plan of ſtudy for her 
little pupil, and when Lady S 


came home, ſubmitted it to her opi- 
nion. It met with her higheſt appro- 
bation, 
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bation, and the fond mother felicitated 

herſelf upon the treaſure ſhe had found 
for her girl. After tea the danc- 
ing maſter came, Mary had already 
had two leſſons, and each time had 
put Mr. F 
the poor man was much pleaſed to find 


out of all patience; 


the preſence of her governeſs made 
his taſk a little eaſier, and though he 
ſtill was forced to find a great deal of 
fault, began to entertain ſome hope of 
heri 1mprovement. At nine Mary, after 
ſaying her prayers to Mrs. Montfort, 
was put to bed, where ſhe ſoon fell 
aſleep, upon which her governeſs quit- 
ted her to join Lady S——, who was 
chen alone in her reſſing room. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Ir would be extremely tireſome to my 
readers were I to preſent them every day 
vith ſo particular a journal as that of yeſ- 
terday. They need not be alarmed— 
Mrs. Montfort is to ſtay twelve years 
with Mary, and I ſhall not engage in 
ſo great an undertaking. My pro- 
lixity has hitherto been occaſioned by 
a wiſh to bring them acquainted-with 
thoſe perſons who will by and bye 
make the moſt conſpicuous figure in 
my narrative; now that I ſuppoſe them 
upon an intimate footing, I ſhall no 
longer enter into ſuch minute circum 
ſtances. 501 105 | 
Mary has already appeared a little 
angry upon having nothing but bread 
C : and 
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26 THE GOOD/GOVERNESS : on, 
and milk for breakfaſt, She ventured 
this morning to complain : after ſtirring 
it about for two or three minutes, then 


taſting it, then ſtirring it again, ſhe 
at laſt ſaid to her Governeſs—« J 
don't like milk, ma'am, I want tea.” 

Mrs M.—* Tea, my dear, is un- 
wholeſome for children; when you are 
a little older, you ſhall have it in che 
afternoon, _ at preſent, you muſt 
drink none.” 


Mary—* But I like tea; I uſed to ** 


drink it when nurſe was here, and'it 


never hurt me.” 

Mrs. Montfort —* Oh, I aſſure you 
it has already done you harm; had 
you never drank any thing but milk, 
you would not look ſo pale, nor have 
been ſo much tired yeſterday with your 
walk. | 

Mary 


7 


* 
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e cd But 1 drank milk w. | 
day.“ I Ly 

Mrs. Mongfort—ts You aid but 

one baſon of milk is not ſufficient to 


give you ſtrength, or reſtore your co- 


lour. You muſt drink it regularly 
every morning for a long tune, before 
you can be ſenſible of its good effects. 
Mary“ But I can't drink it, I can't 
ſwallow it.” 
Mrs. Montfort—* You muſt allow 


me to doubt that, eſpecially as you 


reminded me of your having break- 


faſted yeſterday upon milk, not a mo- 


ment age.” 


Mary“ But I hate it, Iwant tea, I 


won't drink the naſty milk.“ 


Mrs. Montfort“ I'm forry to ſee 
you ſo perverſe; I have told you my 
reaſons for preferring it to tea, and 

C 2 you 
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you are not to expect me to att con- 
trary to my opinion, for the ſake of 
indulging your nonſenſical whims.” 

Mary Then I muſt go without 
my breakfaſt.” | | 

Mrs. Montfort Indeed you muſt; 
if you do not chuſe that which is pre- 
pared for vou.“ 

Mary—*© Then l'll have none.” 

She ſaid no more, but loHing back 
in her chair, began to pout. As her 
governeſs was reading the newſpaper, 
the little girl, who had thrown herſet+- 
into this attitude with a view to excite 
pity, was forced to kick her feet againſt 
the legs of the table, in order to draw 
her attention. She was told to deſiſt, 


. * 


but not being in a humour to com- 
ply, in leſs than a minute ſhe re- com- 
menced her attacks, Mrs, Montfort 

now 
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now roſe from table, and in ſpite of 
reſiſtance, locked her into an adjoin- 
ing light clofet, Mary ſtamped, and 
thumped againſt the door with all her 
might, but no one anſwered ber. At 
length her ſtrength failed, ſhe could 
ſtorm no longer, but changing her 
note, ſhe begged, ſhe intreated to be 
let out, promiling to behave well in 
future; the door was opened, but no 
breakfaſt was to be ſeen. 
As you have choſen,” ſaid Mrs. M. 
to paſs in that cloſet the time allot - 
ted to breakfaſt and a walk, you loſe 
both: this is the hour for reading, 
pray waſte no more time, but bring 
| your book immediately.“ 


Mary, after ſome heſitation, obeyed, 
but before ſhe Had read half a page, 
"hut the book, and beginning to cry, 
| C aq - her 
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her governeſs aſked what ailed her ? 
Mary—® Oh, I am ſo hungry!“ 
Mrs. Montfort“ It is your own 
fault, you had enough ſet before you, 
if you had choſen to eat it.” 
Mary—“ Oh dear, I'Il eat it now 
indeed!“ | : 
Mrs. Montfort— It is no longer 
the hour for breakfaſt, they will bring. 
Tome bread at twelve, and you muſt 
wait till that time with patience,” -- 
Mary—“ I'm ſure 1 ſhall be fick.“ 
Mrs. Montfort—* It is very likely 
you may be ſo, but that will give me 
but little pain, as I ſhall think it a 
juſt puniſhment for your obſtinacy. 
However you had better dry up your 
tears, they will have no further effect, 
than to give me a worſe opinion of 
| "Dit your 
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your temper; beſides, you muſt now 
write a copy, and I will not allow the 

book to be blotted.” 
; Mary I'm ſure I can't write with- 
out having ſomething to eat firſt,” 
Mrs. Montfort. You ſhew your 
folly in perfiſting to argue with me ; 
nothing, I aſſure you, ſhall alter my 
determination, You are. miſtaken if 
you think you alarm me by theſe 
complaints, they only tell me you are 
ſenſible of the puniſhment I infli& 
upon you. Your writing muſt be 
| finiſhed before you will be allowed to 
eat, ſo if you really ſuffer, why do you 
not begin?“ 
This laſt argument had its effect; 
Mary fat down, but wrote her copy 
fo badly, that Mrs. Montfort inſiſted 
upon its being - repeated, A little 
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more care was, however, taken of the 
ſecond, and when the bread at laſt 
came, ſhe was permitted to eat it. 

Lady L-— ſoon after joined them, 
and upon hearing how ill the little 
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girl had behaved, would not take her 
down to fee her papa, as the had at 
firſt intended, 

T his coſt Mary a few tears, 3 
as ſhe met with no pity, were ſoon 
dried up; but they began to flow afreſh 

when, about a quarter of an hour af- 
ter Mr. S was announced, whoſe 


name was very familiar to her ears. 


She immediately ran to her mama, who 
was converling with Mrs. Montfort, 
and begged her for God's ſake to ſend 
him away. Indeed, mama, I cannot 
wear a back board, I am ſure I can't, 
79 6 9 it 
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_ 
it will kill me—I know it will, pray 
mama don't let me have one. 
Lady 1.— 4. with, my dear child, 
you would be quiet, you have ſuch 
filly notions; how can a back. board 
Eill you? on the contrary, it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for your health; in- 
deed you are much more likely to kill 
yourſelf by this exceſſive violence.“ 
Mary —“ Oh, but mama, pray ſend 
him off, I can't bear to ſee him, it. 
makes me quite ill—-Oh dear ! Oh 
dear!“ a 5 
Mr. S—— now made his appear-- 
ance, and'in ſpite of Mary's intreaties, 
was ordered to take her meaſure. As- 
ſhe ſtill continued to cry, he told her 
with a ſmile, that he could eaſily con- 
trive ſomething to prevent little girls 
from crying. She thought he really 
| C5 meant. 
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meant to try the experiment upon her, 
which idea being by no means calcu- 
Iated to afford her any conſolation, it 
made her grief ſo audible, that ſhe al- 
moſt ſtunned the poor man, who took 
his leave with all poſſible expedition, 
telling her ſhe made more noiſe than 
all the coaches, carts and waggons, 
that paſſed through his ſtreet in the 
courſe of the day. When he had left 
the room Mary ceaſed. crying, and 


her mama began to expoſtulate with 
her on her late behaviour. What 
have you gained,” ſaid ſhe, 4 by all, 
this reſiſtance? you find it has been 
to no purpoſe; you have expoſed your- 
elf to a ſtranger, have offended Mrs. 
Montfort, and grieved me, Sould not 
a little girl be willing to ſuppoſe, when 
ſhe is thwarted by her friends, that 
4 | | they 
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have good reaſons for their conduct? 
and though they may not communi- 
cate them to her, ſhe is to rely upon 
their ſuperior judgment, and remem- 
ber that ſhe is but a child, and what 
little knowledge ſhe does poſſeſs, ſhe 
has received from their inſtructions.— 
There is no excuſe for your conduct: 
You ſaw by Mr. S——'s coming to 
meaſure you, that it was my wiſh you 
ſhould wear a back board: your de; 
fire of obliging me ought to have ba 
lanced all your objections, inſtead ot 
which you oppoſed your weak opinion 
to mine, and though I went ſo far as 
to vindicate the: ſtep I had taken, by 
telling you your health was concerned 
in it, you would not liſten, but aggra- 
vated your fault by putting yourſelf in 

a paſſion, You have to-day forfeited 
| C 6 | all 
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all the fine promiſes you yeſterday 
made me, when we were out together. 
J cannot have a good opinion of peo- 
ple who break their word, nor can 1 
believe myſelf to be loved by thoſe 
who will not make the ſmalleſt ſacri- 
fice to afford me pleaſure. As your 
affection for me is not ſufficient to in- 
duce you to behave well, and the pu- 
niſnment you incurred this morning 
has had no effect, I fear indeed there 
is but little proſpect of your amend- 
ment. You are very ſenſible how 
painful ſuch a reflettion muſt . be. to. 
me, as you know how much 1 We 
you ! Remember what ſay, and en- 
deavour to make me think otherwiſe 
by adopting a different mode of be- 
haviour. 1 am going to — for a 
few days—] leave you in Mrs, Mont- 
forts 
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fort's care, and hope upon my return, 
to find you have profited by the atten- 
tion 1 am certain ſhe will beſtow upon 
| you.” ig? 41. - £31! 
Indeed, mama,” ſaid the ſobbing 
Mary, I love you dearly, indeed 1 
de? - | | 
% Prove it then to me, by attending 
to what I have ſaid; let me have the 
pleaſure, this day ſe'nnight, of taking 
you down to your papa, and of ſay- 
ing, „Here is our little Mary, who 
has been a naughty girl, but is now ſen- 
ſible of her faults, and means in future 
to forſake them.“ | 
Mary —“ Oh yes, mama, indeed 1 
will behave better, I know I ſhould be 
happier if [ had.no faults.” | 
Lady L—+ Then you muſt love 
Mrs Montfort, who will have the good- 
N neſs 
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neſs to point them out to you, antl af- 
ford you aſſiſtance in corretting them.“ 
After renewing her promiſes: of a- 
mendment, the little girl took leave 
of her mama, who ſet off much pleaſed 


| with the effect this converſation. had 
| — l 


— 
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HKT. 
Mas. Montfort had little fault to 
find during Lady E—--'s abſence; Mary 
took her leſſons with docility, was con- 
tented to give up tea, and ſubmitted to 
Mr. S——'s diſcipline without any 
ſign of impatience. Her governeſs 
gave her a large wax doll, and affiſted 
her in making clothes for it; Mary 
was in ſuch a hurry to compleat it's 
wardrobe, tliat her work was often to 
be unpicked, as Mrs. Montfort would 
ſuffer nothing to be done with carelefſl- 
neſs. When the week was expired, 
her heart began to beat at the ſound of 
every carriage that ſtopped at che door; 
as the ſchool- room windows were not 
in the front of the houſe, how often did 
ſhe wiſh for dinner, not as before, for 
| the 
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the ſake of eating, but merely to be in 
a room which had a view of the ſquare ; 
a ſtrong proof, that by directing chil- 
dren's attention to proper objetts, they 
may eaſily be led to forget ſuch as they 
have been accuſtomed to dwell upon 
with the greateſt ſatisfaction. At laſt, 
when her papa and mama arrived, Mary 
flew to their embraces with the conſci- 
ouſneſs of having kept her promiſe. 


She thought at that moment ſhe could 


never again willingly cauſe them any 
uneaſineſs. How little did ſhe know - 
herſelf! She bad been too long in 
error, to become all at once a perfect 
charatcter. With a ſufficient degree of 
good ſenſe to know when ſhe is in the 
wrong, ſhe wants reſolution to correct 


herſelf, and inſtead of exerting. her 


power in conquering her own paſſions, 
1 ſhe 
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ſhe waſtes 1t in vain oppoſition to com- 
mands impoſed only with a view to ber 
happineſs. But this diſpoſition did not 
appear till ſome days after her mama's 
return: ſhe had lately behaved ſo well, 
that perſons of leſs diſcernment than 
Mrs. Montfort would have been led 
to imagine, from the apparent change in 
her temper, that a total reform had 
taken place : but how cruelly would 
they have been undeceived, when, be- 
fore a fortnight was over, ſhe became 
weary of compliance, and began to give 
as much trouble as ever. Mrs. Mont- 
fort having watched her throughout 
with the moſt vigilant attention, was not 
ſurpriſed to ſee the flame re-kindle, 
and was the better prepared to oppoſe 
its fury. Her ſuſpicions were all con- 
frmed one morning, when MeD—— 


was 


You muſt, if you pleaſe, attend to 
2 vat 


he IHE GOOD GOVERNESS 3 ox 


was endeavouring to make the little 


girl comprehend the difference be- 


tween a major and a minor key. She 


had been very inattentive, and he was 


telling her to repeat the rule for the 
third time, when an order came for 


Mary to attend ſome ladies who wiſhed 


to ſee her, provided ſhe was engaged with 


us maſter. She immediately jumped up - 


to obey the ſummons, but Mrs, Mont- 


fort reminded her of the latter part of 


the meſſage, and deſired the ſervant to 
ſay that Lady Mary was with ber muſie 
maſter. i 
But that doe not gil,” rig de | 
kttle girl. 
Mr. Dom, Fe vous 2 * 
mademoiſelle — it ſignify a great deal. 


vat l ſay, to know when de key is, but 
| .you no give attention, mademoiſelle. 
Mary. To know when the key. 
Mr. D —. Achevez.. 
Mary. Achevez, 
Mr. D Fi donc, nl 
vat you repeat my vords for. 


Mary. Why. you: bid me ſay it after 


you. 


you, Lady Mary, what is meant by the 
word . Achevez”, you know Mr. D-— 
did not mean you to repeat it. 


Mary. But mamaſent for me to ſee 


Mrs. B— 


Mrs. Montfort. If Mrs. B is 
not gone when your leſſon is finiſhed, | 


you ſhall then go down. 


Mary. But mama ſent for need 
regly, 


Mrs, 


„ 
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Mrs. Montfort. I have before told 
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Mrs. Montfort. Your mama parti- 
cularly deſired that your ſtudies ſhould 
not be interrupted. 

Mary. I know Mrs. B —— will be 
gone before I have done with this 
naſty muſic. | l 

Mr, D —. Allens thademoiſelle, 
you loſe de time dis will not do at 
all. | 

Mary. Pray, ma um, let me 80 

down. 
Mrs. Montfort. I as 
conſent that you ſhould go now, nor 
even when Mr. D=— is gone, * 
c he is perfectly ſatisfied with you! +715 

Mary. It's very hard when mama 

ſends for me, chat J muſt ſtay here. 
Mrs. Montfort. Lady Mary, you 
are growing perverſe; attend to your 
muſic, 
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5 wait, or you will res me to puniſh. 
ya 2-65 09H 0 1 | 
Mary. Mama ſent for me —it very 
hard hate muſic I want to go 
to Mrs. B 80 ill- natured — 
The mufic maſter now interfered, 
but as he ſpoke in French, Mary did 
not underſtand him; he ſaid it was im- 
poſſible to communicate any inſtruc- 
tion to his pupil while ſhe continued in 
ſuch a bad humour, and therefore beg 
ged to be diſmiſſed for that day. Mrs. 
Montfort gave bim his ticket, and 
upon his going out of the room, had 
recourſe to her former expedient of 
locking Mary in the cloſet: all her 
ſtruggling was to no purpoſe, ſhe 
knocked and thumped as before, but it 
did not procure her a releaſe; at laſt 
ſhe heard her mama's voice in the 


room, 
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room, and remained quiet a few mi- 
nutes, in order to liſten to what paſſed. 
She heard Mrs. Montfort give an ex- 
aA account of her behaviour, and was 
much vexed to hear herſelf condemned 
by ſomebody whoſe voice ſhe preſent- 
ly recollefted to be that of her favou- 
rite Mrs. B-— ; her diſtreſſes in- 
creaſed upon finding that this lady had 
purpoſely prolonged her viſit, that ſhe 
might take Mary to the exhibition f 
pictures at Somerſet Houſe. Her 
tears of perverſeneſs were now changed 
into thoſe of ſorrow; upon reflection 
ſhe found how much ſhe had been to 
blame, and began heartily to repent 
the fault ſhe had committed; ſhe made 


no more noiſe, and upon Mrs. Mont- 
fort's opening the door ſoon after, ſhe 
| beg- 


* 


CRF to be forgiven, promiſing, at 


the ſame time, that nothing of the ſame 


kind ſhould ever happen again. How 
can you expect me,” ſaid Mrs. Mont- 
fort, 5 to give credit to your promiſes 
after having broken all thoſe you ſo 
lately made to your mama; you ought 
to ſet a reſolution to behave well, and 
that reſolution ſhould be as binding to 


you as the moſt ſolemn promiſe ; let me 


adviſe. you for your own, ſake. to do 


this; but make no promiſes. to me, I 
can rely ſo little upon the command you 


have over yourſelf, that I-defire to be 


ſpared the mortification of knowing 
when you break through your engage- 
ment; if you have a proper ſenſe of the 
ſolemnity of promiſes, though made 


only to yourſelf, you will be ſufficient- b 
ly puniſhed by your own reflections 


 when- 
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whenever you forfeit them 5 you will 


now go and dreſs, as dinner muft be 
nearly ready.” 


Mary, with tears in her eyes, walked 
into the next room, where Ann was 


waiting for her; Mrs. Montfort ſoon 
after joined them, and found the maid 
conſoling her pupil for the puniſhment 
ſhe had undergone ; ſhe left off ſpeak- 


ing upon hearing that Lady's footſtep, 


* 


2 bad leſſon to a child who was not very 


willing to conſider her governeſs as 


her beſt friend. Eager to efface any © 


bad impreſſion the little girl might haye 
received, Mrs. Montfort addreſſing 
herſelf to the maid, told her ſhe had 


by accident overheard part of her con- 


verfation, and that from the manner 
in which ſhe had been talking to Mary, 
it was impoſſible ſhe could be ac- 
: t 5 quainted 


hs 2 


ANECDOTES OF MARY. , 49 
quainted with the whole of the affair. 
She then related it to her; and the maid- 
confeſſed that one of the houſe-maids 
had -told her that Lady Mary was in 
diſgrace, but that tha? was all ſhe had 
heard, and ſhe conſequently owned 
herſelf but a bad judge of the pro- 
priety of her being puniſhed. Mary - 
was taught by this occurrence, not to 
be flattered by the good opinion of 
thoſe who were not witneſſes to the 
whole of her condutt ; ſhe was taught 
to conſider Mry. Montfort as the beſt 
judge on earth of her actions, and 
only when receiving praiſe from her, 
to feel herſelf conſcious of deſerving 
it from other people; ſhe ſpent the reſt 
of the day very uncomfortably ; her 
governeſs, who was evidently much 
diſpleaſed with her, did not converſe 

RA with 
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with the fame freedom as before, and 
when the doll was, according to cuſ- 
tom, produced after dinner, ſhe found 
Mrs. Montfort would no longer aſſiſt 
her in making its clothes, When ſhe 
ſaw her mama the next day, ſhe ven- 
tured not to make promiſes, but felt ſo 
hurt by the coolneſs with which Lady 
L accoſted her, that ſhe thought 
jt impoſſible ſhe ſhould ever be ſo fool- 
iſh as again to expoſe herſelf to the 


chance of ſuch a puniſhment; it gave 
her, beſides, much mortification to find 
ſhe was expected to apologiſe to Mr. 
D—— for the manner in which ſhe 
* had taken her laſt leſſon; he had been 
half an hour in the room before ſhe 
could bring herſelf to ſay what Mrs. 
Montfort had dictated as a proper apo- 
logy for the unneceſſary trouble ſhe 

had 
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had given him; ſhe. frequently met 
this lady's eye, which ſeemed to re- 
proach her for her non-compliance: 
At laſt, when Mr. D—— pauſed, ſhe 
caught the opportunity, and began ;— 
& Mr. D — — ir, be- 
haved — very — ill laſt time, — 
but but I — hope I —- ſhall 
not ——— give — you lo 
much trouble any more.” .The laſt 
words of the ſentence came out with 


a rapidity that plainly evinced how 
glad ſhe was to find this penance over. 
Her muſic maſter bowed, and hoped 
for “ mademoiſelle's own ſake, that ſhe 
would give proper attention.“ Mary 
looked acquieſcence,, and Mr. D—— 
conſidered a few blunders ſhe after- 
wards made, as occaſioned by his mo- 
mentary inattention, inſtead of attri- 
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buting them to her giddineſs. After 
this, ſhe was gradually reſtored to fa- 
vour, and for a long time, did nothing 
to forfeit the good opinion her friends 
began to entertain of her diſpoſition. 


CHAFt- 
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CHAPTER: Vo 
LCD Laws niece was ſhortly to 
be preſented to the Queen, Mary 
was very deſirous of attending her toi- 
let on the day of preſentation, and with- 
out much difficulty, perſuaded her 
couſin to aſk Mrs. Montfort's permiſ- 
fon; the requeſt was readily com- 
plied with, and the little girl accord- 
ingly breakfaſted in St. James's Square 
the fallowing Thurſday. Mrs. Mont- 
fort excuſed herſelf from accompany- 
ing her, having an opportunity of 
conveying letters of conſequence to 
her relations at Paris. The little girl 
was very buſy the whole morning, and 
would not be prevailed on to return 


home till ſhe had actually aſſiſted Lad 


D 3 Eleanor's 
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Eleanor's women in putting her into 


her ſedan chair. Her aunt ſmiled at 
ſuch pretty  officiouſneſs, and nodded 
to her as ſhe ſtepped into her own, 
When the little proceſſion began to 
move, Mary walked home with high 
ideas of the pleaſure that muſt neceſſa- 
rily attend the firſt introduction at 
Court, wiſhing moſt fervently, that 
ſhe was eighteen; and lamenting 
bitterly the long term of years that 
ſeparated her from this delightful zra. 
She found her mama preparing to fol- 
low her niece, and immediately began 
expatiating upon the beauty of Lady 
Eleanor's dreſs, and intreated that ſhe 
might have one exat̃tly like it on the 
day ſhe ſhould be preſented. “ But, 
oh dear!” continued ſhe, “ that hap- 
py day won't come a great while; I 


with 
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with he Queen would let little girls 
go to the drawing room. It would 
make me ſo happy to be dreſt like Elea- 
nor.“ ihe 
Lady L——, My little Mary 
would make but a droll figure in a 
hoop and long lappets. | 
Mary. But if I had not a hoop ad 
long lappets, I might wear feathers, 
and diamonds, and foil.—Oh I wiſh I 
was eighteen, I ſhould be ſo happy. 
So you think,” ſaid her papa, who 
was s ſtanding by, „that happineſs con- 


fiſts j in wearing feathers, diamonds, and 
boil . 


Mary. Why yes papa, 1 am ſure I 
ſhould /o like to wear them. When I 
have any money, (you know | have 
none at preſent) | believe 1 ſhall lay 
it all out in buying ſuch things. 
Re D 4 | Lord 
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Lord - I.——. I hope, my dear 
child, when you have money, you will 
make a better uſe of it; you muſt of 
courſe, be in poſſeſſion of theſe fine 
things bye and bye, but you will, I 
truſt, by that time, have been taught 
to think them of litttle value. They 
are not the diſtinctions of which you 
But you ſay 


ſhould be proud. 
you have no money, if you wiſh for 
ſome, you ſhall have it—How much 
ſhall I give you? | 
Mary was: highly delighted, but 
did not know what ſum to name. 
« Well then,” ſaid Lord L—-, © there 
are ten guineas, conſult with your 
governeſs on the manner in which they 
| ſhall be laid out.“ Mary was juſt 
going to throw her arms about her 


Papa's neck, when ſhe recolletted that 
- his 
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his hair was dreſſed for Court, and 
being at that moment too much intox- 
icated with the love of dreſs, to think 
it proper openly to declare war againſt 
it, ſhe checked her tranſports, and con- 
tented herſelf with kiſſing his hand, at 
the ſame -time, thanking him in the 
moſt lively manner, for his generoſity, 
Here, ma'am,” ſaid ſhe to her gover- 
neſs, as ſhe burſt into the room where 
that lady was writing, © ſee what my 
papa has given me—Papa ſays, ma'am, 
you muſt tell me how to lay it out ;— 
but I intend to buy a new wax doll.“ 

Mrs, Montfort. Another doll, my 
dear ! 

Mary. Oh yes ma'am, that I have 
got is ſo cloudy, I muſt have one juſt 
like Eleanor. | 

| | D 3 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Montfort. I think the doll 

you have already, is very pretty. 
Mary. Ob, I dont think ſo, ſince ! 

have ſeen my coufin's drefs. But if 


you won't let me have it— — why 
then I muſt go—without. 

Mrs. Montfort. I have no objec- 
tion, my dear, to your laying out your 
money in ſuch a doll, if you think it 
will amuſe you; I only wiſh to tell 
you how much greater pleaſure you 
might procure to yourſelf, with the 
fam your papa has furniſhed you 
with, | 

Mary. 1 know papa ſaid, ma'am, f 
you were to adviſe me, but if—if I may 
not buy that—1 don't want to buy any 

thing at all. . 

Mrs. Montfort. It is a pity you 
can think of nothing elſe but we 

will 


ANECDOTES O MARY.» 59 
will ſay no more about it only as 
your papa {aid I was to adviſe you, 
III tell you what ſhall be done, keep 
{ix guineas for your doll, and give me 
the other four, i" 

Mary, But ma am, I would rather 
ſpend it all at once. | 

Mrs. Montfort. My dear, you ball 
ſpend it all at once, we will go immedi- 
ately, and give ſix guineas for the doll, 
and what hinders you from laying out 
the other four at the ſame time. 
Mary. Oh yes ma'am, that is juſt 
what I meant. | 

Mrs. Montfort, Not exactly; as J 
do not mean that they ſhould be ex- 
pended on trinkets, but given to me. 

Mary. To keep? 


rs. Montfort. Oh I dare foy J 
5 D 6 hall 
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| ſhall not keep them long, though I do 
not. promiſe to buy myſelf play-things. 
« Well, ma'am, there they are,” ſaid 
Mary with a figh, ſeeing that Mrs. 
Montfort was determined to have them. 
„As 1 have now done writing,” ſaid 
that lady, you may put on your bon- 
net, or, we ſhall not be back in time 
for dinner.” It was not neceſſary to 
repeat this command, the little girl was 
ready in a minute, and before the 
clock ſtruck three, the doll was choſe, 
and Lady Eleanor's milliner had re- 
ceived orders to dreſs it. The follow- <- 
ing morning it came home, and Mary 
could think of nothing elſe: ſhe read 
very ill, wrote ſtill worſe, the muſic 
maſter threatened, her dancing maſter 
ſcolded, her governeſs remonſtrated, 


but all to no purpole, ſhe was not in 
a humour 
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a humour to apply, and the conſe- 
quence was, that Lady Eleanor's pre- 
ſentation did not take place on that 
day, but, hard to tell! ſhe was locked 
up 'till her fair miſtreſs had. received 
fome leQures on docility, and the ne- 
ceſſity of application. When theſe 
lectures had produced the defired 
effe, her Ladyſhip was releaſed from 
her confinement, and had the honour 
of meeting with a moſt gracious recep- 
tion; but like other favourites, ſhe ſoon 
experienced a reverſe of fortune, for 
before a week had paſſed, her atten- 
dance was diſpenſed with, and ſhe had 
the mortification to fee her lately neg- 
leaed rival, once more, regain her in- 
fluence over her miſtreſs's affections; 
to ſpeak plainer, the new doll was 
forgotten, and the old one reſtored to 
favour. 
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favour. . One morning when Mary 
went to fee her papa, he aſked her in 
what manner ſhe had difpoſed of the 
ten guineas, ſhe told him; and fpoke 
with ſo little pleaſure of the purchaſe 
ſhe had made, that Lord I. 
tempted to try her once more, and ac- 


was 


cordingly gave her five guineas. As 
you are now quite rich again,” ſaid he, 
& I hope you will be able to fatisfy all 
your wants, but were I to be in your 
place, I ſhould not determine too 
haſtily.” 

Mary. © Oh, but papa, I have deter- 
mined already, for I thought laſt night ; 
that if you were ever to give me more 
money, I ſhould lay it out in quite a 


different manner,” 


& And how, my dear girl, would you 
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the eagerneſs of a father who wiſhes to 
hear from his child, the ſame ſentiments 
he has always himſelf cheriſhed ; but 
his countenance fell when Mary made 
the following reply: —“ Why papa, 
I wiſhed a little while ago for a Court 
dreſs, but I ſaw ,plainly that I ſhould 
only be laughed at if I had one, and /o 
as I could not have one myſelf, I was 
reſolved my doll ould, and fo I bought 
one dreſſed very fine indeed, but then 
I found that Jooking at fine cloaths is 
not the fame as wearing them, and ſo as 
I cannot have a Court dreſs, I ſhall at 
teaſt buy myſelf ſome finer ſaſhes-and 
knots than I have at preſent—and /@ 
papa, that is the way I ſhall lay it 


5 
„ 


out 

Lord . —. Do as yqu pleaſe, 
child, only do not come to ſee me in 
your finery, as I diſlike it. 


Mary. 
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Mary. But papa, you have no 
great objeQtion to my buying what I 
faid ? | 

Lord Lo, I gave you the 
money to procure you amuſement ;— 
Do with it as you pleaſe, but leave me 
now, as I muſt go out. 

Mary ſaw that her papa was not quite 
ſatisfied with her intention, but had not 
the courage to aſk him for advice, fear- 
ing to be contradifted in the proſecu- 
tion of this her darling ſcheme; much 
leſs did ſhe think of applying to her 
governeſs, When Mrs. Montfort ſaw 
the five guineas, and Mary had told 
her what had paſt, ſhe readily compre- 
hended Lord Is motive in thus in- 
dulging her love of dreſs. She did not 
offer her advice as before, that would 
have ſpoiled all, but contented herſelf 


with 
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with giving the little girl time to think 
on the ſubjeR, and therefore told her, 
the money could not be ſpent till the 
next day. Mary, upon this delay, grew 
peeviſh, and as a penance, was ſent to 
bed before tea. Having made an apo- 
logy the following morning for her be- 
haviour, ſhe was permitted after break- 
faſt, to go again to the milliner, when 
the five guineas were quickly tranf- 
formed into as many knots and ſaſhes. 
Five new ſaſhes! and thoſe not ſuch as 
common children wear—what a de- 
lightful reflection! not calculated, 

| however, to afford her laſting ſatisfac- 

tion; as ſuch things, when once poſ- 
ſeſſed, ſoon loſe their reliſh. At the . 
end of five days, ſhe had exhauſted her 
whole ſtock of finery ; the ribbon ſhe 
had preferred before all the others, did 
not 
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not look ſo pretty the ſecond time of 
wearing, and ſo it was with the reſt. 
She found that ber maſters were not 
awed by her ſhewy appearance, into an 
indulgence of her inattention, on the 
contrary, ſhe thought they ſcolded more 
than ever; andeven the maid, who had 
at firſt, admired the noble air produced 
by a fine ſaſh, no longer expreſſed her 
admiration. It was plain then, that 
finery would not procure happineſs ; 
how then ought ſhe to have employed 
her money? This queſtion ſhe put to 
her governeſs, who engaged to give 
her a ſatisfactory anſwer the next morn- | 
ing, if ſhe would promiſe to riſe the 
moment ſhe ſhould be called. More 
than once it came into the little girl's 


head to aſk, whether to have made her- 


ſelf happy, ſhe ought not to have bought 
| a cargo 


3 
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a cargo of confeftionary ? but ſhe 
ſoon rejected this idea, knowing that 
Mrs. Montfort, far from taking any 
pleaſure in ſuch things herſelf, even 
looked with pity and regret on thoſe 
who thought them worth a moment's 
conſideration. The money muſt, how- 
ever, be laid out in ſome way or other, | 
but will toys and finery, make people 
happy? Mary's caſe is a proof to the 
contrary. Well then, when this little 
girl has done reading, and hurried down 
her breakfaſt, we will follow her and 


Mrs. Montfort, to the corner of 
ſtreet, taking care to ſet out before 
eight, that we may return in time for 
the muſic maſter, 


CHAP- 
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E RNAT TEAK N. 


Arrk walking about half an hour, 
Mrs. M arrived before the ſhop of 
a green-grocer, and having entered, 
and obtained a ſeat, ſpeaks ſoftly to her 
pupil in the following manner: 4 You 
have, my dear child, in the courſe of 
ten days, received fifteen guineas, 
eleven of which have been abſolutely 
thrown away; as you certainly are al- 


ready tired of your new doll, and con- 
feſs that the ſaſhes no longer give yo 
any pleaſure; the other four, 1 know 
you conſidered as loſt, but truſt you 
will think differently, when I inform 
you of the good effects they have pro- 
| duced; I did not mean by taking this 
money away, to deprive you of any 

| plea- 
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_ pleaſure; I meant, on the contrary, to 
purchaſe you an everlaſting ſource of 
delight; hoping by the uſeI ſhould make 
of it, to point out to you, the means of 
enjoying a pleaſure that never fades, 
 —the pleaſure of doing good! Your 
ideas of happineſs have been hitherto 
much confined, and I was anxious to 
perſuade you that our real enjoyments 
do not ariſe from ſuch paltry gratifica- 
tions as thoſe in which you have lately 
indulged yourſelf ; no, my dear child, 
it is not by giving way to thefe extrava- 
gant whims, that we can ever make 
ourſelves happy; there is no true plea- 
ſure ariſing from the uſe of money, but 
when, by adminiſtering to the wants 
of others, we perform our duty, a duty 
impoſed upon us by God—incumbent 
upon all, but more particularly upon 
thoſe / 
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thoſe who are in affluent circumſtances. 
But we will talk more of this, hereafter ; 
I ſee you are eager to know for what 
reaſon I have brought you here, and 
will therefore begin my ſtory : Do you 
remember when we went to buy your 
laſt new doll, with what impatience you 
bade the woman begone, who ſo mo- 
deſtly ſolicited relief, as you entered 
the ſhop ? I reproved you for your want 
of feeling, but inſtead of liſtening to 
me, you began teazing the toy man with 
an hundred fooliſh queſtions, about as 


many different dolls. Street beggars 


are not in general, objects of charity, 
as there are many of them, who, though 
well able, being too lazy to work, 
make a trade of begging, and depend 
upon being fed by the bounty of ſuch 
people as are taken in by the appear- 


2 ance 
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ance of a broken leg or arm; but this 
is hot always the caſe, we ſometimes 
meet with perſons, who, by ſickneſs, - 
and the loſs of friends, are deprived of 
every other means of procuring an ho- 
neſt livelihood: I ſuſpected the unfor- 
tunate woman who accoſted us, to be 
of the latter deſcription, and leaving 
you for a few moments, went again 
to the ſhop door, in hopes of confirm- 
ing my ſuſpicions; ſhe was ſtill there, 
and endeavouring to eſcape obſerva- 
tion, by appearing cloſely to examine 
ſomething in the window, whilſt ſhg 
wiped away her tears with the corner of 
her apron; her countenance bright- 
ened upon my aſking her name, and 
| addreſs, and I had only time to {lip half 
a crown into her hand, and promiſe to 
call upon her ſoon, before you had com- 


pleated 
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pleated your purchaſe, and was ready. 
to purſue your walk. Two days 
elapſed before l had an opportunity of 
| performing this promiſe. On the fol: 
lowing Sunday you went out with your 
mama, for three hours; I immediately 
repaired to the young woman's habita- 
tion, and was witneſs to ſuch a ſcene, 
as had you beheld it, would for ever 
have baniſhed all deſire of entering 
into idle expence: After aſcending 


three pair of dark narrow ſtairs, I 


came, at laſt, on a landing place, where 


were two doors, one open, the other 
ſhut, I knocked ſoftly at the latter, 
but no one anſwered ; upon repeating 
the ſound, I heard ſomebody move, 
and preſently after the latch was lifted 
flowly up, and a face as pale as aſhes 
peeped out. I ſtarted back, and the 


3 door 
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door immediately ſhut. I was going 
to knock again, when hearing a foot 
upon the ſtair-caſe, I turned round, and 
perceived my young woman, who had 
been out as before, to aſk alms; ſhe 
quickened her pace: upon ſeeing me, 
and with the greateſt eagerneſs claſp- 
ing my hands with both hers: + God 
_ Almighty be praiſed, ſaid ſhe, © you 
are then come to relieve us—for God's 
ſake, madam, make haſte, my huſband 

is indeed very ill.“ I have ſeen him, 
I believe. And 55 he better?“ aſked 
ſhe, with a degree of mildneſs that con- 
vinced me ] was juſt come in time to 
prevent her falling a victim to her 
grief; before I could anſwer, ſhe had 
opened the door, and I ſaw her huſ- 
band, who had wrapped their only 
blanket round him, fitting in the cor- 


E ner 
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ner of the room upon ſome ſtraw, his 
head reſting on his knees. The young' 
woman flew to him, and throwing her 
arms about his neck, cried with ener- 
gy, * My huſband, ſee what heaven has 
ſent us.“ The poor man turned his 
hollow eyes towards me; he attempted 
to ſpeak, but his voice faultered, and 
he burſt into tears, -I ſaw there was 
not a moment to loſe, and bidding his 
wife be eaſy, I made all poſſible haſte 
to reach. the nearelt -ſhop, where 1 
luckily met with a little boy who was 
accuſtomed to go on errands. I ſent a 
note to Mr. A—, an apothecary in 
the next ſtreet, and in half an hour, 
had the ſatisfaction to hear, that poor 
Ambroſe was not in immediate danger. 
This apothecary took leave, of his pa- 
tient yeſterday, who 1s now ſo far re- 


covered 
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covered, as to think of beginning to 
work next week. His wife, who is an 
induſtrious young woman, uſed to earn 
a little money by working for the 
ſhops, and her ceconomy had enabled 
her to lay by eighteen ſhillings, but 
this ſum, about a fortnight ago, was all 
given to a ſurgeon, who had the inhu- 
manity to aſk a guinea for extratling a 
needle, which ſhe had unfortunately, 
broken in her thumb: As unſkilful as 
he was greedy, he performed the ope- 
ration in ſo clumſy a manner, that ſhe 
has not yet regained the free uſe of her 
hand. This - reſource cut off, Am- 
broſe, who is a bricklayer, worked 
harder than ever, and returning home 
one very wet night, after exceſhve la- 
bour, caught cold, and was ſoon con- 
fined to his lodging by a violent fever. 

E 2 Margaret 
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Margaret had recourſe to her needle, . 
but notwithſtanding all her reſolu- 
tions, the could not bear the pain 
which this exertion cauſed her, and to 
procure medicine for her huſband, was 
forced to ſell one piece of furniture 
after another, till all was gone but their 
bed. Margaret, then ſold the greateſt 
part of her wardrobe, but as the whole 
was worth but a trifle, this afforded 
them but little relief. She went to the 
tradeſmen for whom ſhe had worked, 
but the treatment ſhe experienced from 
them, was not of a nature to alleviate 2 
her diſtreſs. + We paid you very well 
for what you did;” faid they, ve can- 
not afford to loſe our profits, and it's 
very hard indeed if we are expected to 
maintain thoſe people who work for 
us.“ In vain did ſhe repreſent the cer- 
tainty 
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tainty of returning the ſum, if ever her 
huſband, who was getting better, ſhould 
recover. That,” they ſaid, was 
truſting to a great chance, He might 
die, or he might live, but it did not 
ſuit them to run ſuch hazards,” Thus 
are the ears of ſome people ſhut to the 
cries of diſtreſs; be the aid demanded, 
ever ſo trifling, they are unwilling to 
ſacrifice any one of their indulgencies, 
though it were only to procure to the 
unfortunate ſufferer, the abſolute ne- 
ceſſaries of life. Repulſed in this man- 
ner, the poor woman ſaw no other re- 
ſource but in begging: She according- 
ly aſked of ſeveral people on her way 
home, but without effect; and finding 


Ambroſe faint for want of nouriſh- 
ment, was reduced to the ſad neceſſiiy 
of being obliged to deprive him of his 

E 3 bed, 
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bed, in order to procure proper ſuſte- 
nance. When this money was ex- 
pended, they were reduced to the laſt 
extremity, and Margaret, half diſtraQ- 
ed, -once more ſolicited relief from 
ſtrangers. After having wandered for 
ſome time about the moſt frequented 
ſtreets, and aſked of ſeveral paſſengers 
to no purpoſe, ſhe began to give over 
all hopes, and was returning home to 
die with her Ambroſe, when ſhe ſaw 
us entering the toy ſhop. © This young 
lady,” ſaid ſhe to herſelf, has money 


to ſpare, as ſhe is going to buy toys, 
| "in * 


perhaps ſhe- 

Oh, pray ſay no more,” ſaid Mary, 
interrupting her governeſs, © I know I 
bad money to ſpare, and ] am ſure I 


could have made a better uſe of it.“ 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. Montfort. If any thing far- 
ther is neceſſary to convince you, my 
dear child; it is the fight of thoſe peo- 
ple, who have been literally ſaved from 
death, by the rigbt application of a 
ſum, ſmall in proportion to that which 


you have lately ſquandered away. Let 
us go and fee ' Ambroſe and his wife, 
they are up ſtairs. | 
Mary. Are they up ſtairs indeed? 
“Jou ſhall ſee them immediately,” 
ſaid Mrs. Montfort, giving her hand 
to the little girl, who ſqueezed it affec- 
tionately, as they aſcended the ſtair- 
caſe. Ambroſe roſe, upon their enter- 
ing the room, but as he was yet feeble, 
Mrs. Montfort inſiſted upon his re- 
ſuming his comfortable ſeat by the fire- 
ſide. Margaret ſtood behind his chair 
and anſwered the queſtions put to her, 
E 4 with 
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with cheerfulnefs and reſpect. Mary 
ſoon underſtood that what zemainag of 
the four guineas, would be gone in a 
week, and whiſpered her governeſs to 
beg that ſhe might promiſe them ſome. 
Mrs. Montfort made no reply, but con- 
tinued her converſation with the man 
and his wife, which ſhe ended by en- 
gaging herſelf to viſit them again, „Do 
not be uneaſy Margaret, ſaid ſhe, 
e you may depend upon my never for- 
faking you whilſt you are induſtrious, 
but you muſt not be in a hurry to work, 
nor let your hufband go out too ſoon, 
take good care af yourſelf, and expect 
| to ſee me in a few days, 

* Pray Ma'am,” ſaid Mary, as they 
were walking home, © why would not 
you let me promiſe to give them more 
money ; I meant to have aſked papa 
for 
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for ſome, and then we could have 
brought it to them.” 

Mrs. Montfort. In that caſe, my 
dear, the preſent would have come 
from your papa, and not from you. 

Mary. And ſo muſt every thing 1 
give away, becauſe I get [every thing 
from papa, 

Mrs. Montfort. crane your papa 
gives you, we will ſay five guineas, and 
lays, © Do with it as you pleaſe; you 
are then at liberty to buy dolls, ſaſhes, 
what you will; or if inclined to be 
charitable, you can, with ſuch a ſum, 
relieve many diſtreſſed people. You 
may chooſe between theſe different 
modes of expending it, and conſequent- 
ly, that which you fix upon, becomes 
your own att; but if he gives you 
money for any expreſs purpoſe, you 
E 5 134 0 are 
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are bound to apply it to no other, and 
having no choice left, it becomes the 
act of the perſon who furniſhes the 
ſum. 

Mary. Well then, I muſt wait. 

Mrs. Montfort. But what will Mar- 
garet and her huſband do in the mean 
time ; he will not be able to work as hard 
as before, for ſeveral weeks, and as her 
hand is ſtill troubleſome, how will 
they maintain themſelves. 

Mary. I am ſure I can't tell. 

Mrs. Montfort. But you muſt en- 
deavour to find out ſome method of 
aſſiſting them. You certainly ought 
not to encroach farther upon your 
papa's generoſity, and as your mama 
has already a long liſt of penſioners to 
relieve, and for whom ſhe ſacrifices a | 
great many indulgencies, we muſt not 
apply to her, 

Mary, 
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IM Mary. I ſhave no money; but you 
Daye. | 15 
Mrs. Montfort, Almoſt all I have 
to ſpare, I regularly ſend to a near re- 
lation, who is a widow, with a large 
family of children; as for theſe unex- 
pedted demands, I can only anſwer 
them by depriving myſelf of ſome in- 
dulgence. I meant to have bought a 
writing deſk, but as Ambroſe and his 
wife muſt not be diſappointed, I no 
longer think of it, and ſhall be much 
better pleaſed to beſtow the money 
upon them; it vill laſt about three 
weeks, we ſhall then quit town-for the 
ſummer, and I ſhould be glad to leave 
them a ſmall ſum in ſtore, that if Mar- 
garet ſhould: not recover the uſe of her 
hand, Ambroſe may. not be again laid 
| E 6 | ups 
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up, by working too hard for her fup- 
—_ 

Mary. And how large muſt that 
ſum be? 11 

Mrs. Montfort. Not leſs than five 
guineas. 


Mary. Oh dear, I wiſh I had not 
bought the doll; 1 ſhall never get fo 


much money again. 


Mrs. Montfort. Oh, do not de- 
ſpair; I have no doubt but that we 
ſhall be able to raiſe it; I mean to fave 
all I can—you muſt do the ſame, and 
by this means, we ſhall manage very 
well. | . 

Mary. I wiſh we may, but I am 
fadly afraid, —What can I fave ?—I 
don't buy my own cloaths, 

Mrs. Montfort. I think you: once 
bought ſome ſaſhes, 


Mary, 


ANECDOTES OF MARY. #5 

Mary. Oh, pray don't mention 
that -I mean to be contented with plain 
ones now. 

Mrs. Montfort. You are in the 
right, my dear child, they are more 
ſuitable to your age. I only reminded 
you of this circumſtance, to ſhew how 
improperly you had judged for your- 
ſelf, and to point out the manner in 
which You might ſave money. Your 
dreſs, when a woman, will of courſe 
be more expenſive, manufatturers muſt 
be encouraged, but it will not become 
you, even then, to be extravagant; re- 
member to reflect a little, before you 
lay out the next ſum of money you re- 
ceive; I hope you will neither think 
of ribbons or toys, but call to remem- 


brance this day's converſation, 


Mary 
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Mary again ſqueezed Mrs. Mont- 
fort's hand: the clock ſtriking ten, they 
quickened theig, pace, and reached 
home at the ſame moment that Mr. D. 
knocked at the ſtreet door, 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


A WHOLE week paſſed, before 
Mary had in opportunity of exerciſ- 


ing her charitable intentions towards 
Ambroſe and his wife: She began to 
give over all hopes, and was preparing 
to look very grave on the occaſion, 


came 


- when one morning, Lady L 
to ſee her a full hour earlier than uſual. 
The little girl was writing, but the mo- 
ment ſhe heard her mama enter the 
room, ſhe flung down her pen, and ran 
to embrace her. 3 Oh, mama, ſaid 
ſhe, 1 don't know what I ſhall do 
about that poor bricklayer, there is a 
long week gone, and nothing at all 
done, what will become of him when 


we are away ! 


Lady 
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Lady L—, Mrs Montfort tells 
me, he wants nothing at preſent, and [ 
make no doubt but that you will have 


it in your power to ſend him five gui- 


neas before we leave town; ſo we will 
talk no more of him juſt now, as | long 
to tell you the reaſon of my early viſit 
this morning. But firſt let me aſk, is 
Mrs. Montfort perfetily ſatisfied with 
e 

Mary. Oh, prey mama, don't aſk 


any thing about the matter; I know 


Mrs. Montfort will only lay pretty 
well; fo pray, for this once, don't en- 
quire. ay - 


Lady L—, well be it ſo? Mrs. 
Montfort, I think, does not look as if 


you had greatly diſpleaſed her this 
morning, and ſo I ſhall ſuppoſe that all 


has gone on well, and proceed to in- 
form 
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form you that I have not forgotten the 
promiſe I made laſt year, of letting you 
go to the muſic meeting at St, Marga- 5 
ret's; the performance is to be on this 
day ſe'ennight ;—I ſhall be otherwiſe 
engaged, but I dare ſay Mrs, Mont- 
fort will be kind enough to go with 
JR | | 
Mary. I ſhall like ſo much to go, 
mama; I remember Mrs. B—. wanted 
to take me with her, laſt year, and I 
was ſo ſorry when you ſaid 1 was too 
young. - | 
Lady L—, Yes, I can likewiſe 
recolle& that you put yourſelf into a 
frightful paſſion, which circumſtance, 
finally determined me ta refuſe you. 


Mary. But mama, ve were talk- 
ing of this year, 


Lady 
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very fond of muſic ; but 
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Lady L——. Oh, I am very glad 
to ſee you are aſhamed of your faults. 
—Well, we will talk only of this year, 


and even in this year, I am afraid we 


muſt go no farther back than the pre- 


ſent moment. 
Mary. Well, mama, but where are 
the tickets? 
Lady L——, I mean to purchaſe 


them to day, if Mrs. Montfort will 


conſent to go with you. 
Mary. Oh, 1 know ſhe will like to 
go of all things: won't you ma' am? 
Mrs. Montfort. You know I. am 


Mary. Now don't ſay 3. Pray 
ma'am tell mama you will go—now 


do you know I muſt otherwiſe ſtay at 
home. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Montfort, And you have a 
great deſire to go! 
Mary. Oh, it would be /uch a 
pleaſure ! 
Mrs. Montfort. And do you think 
I cannot give you a very good reaſon 
for relinquiſhing it ? | 
Mary. I am ſure J can't tell, ma'am, 
but I don't want to hear it, becauſe 
then, I ſuppoſe, I muſt ſtay at home. 
Mrs. Montfort. In this caſe, I 
ſhould be ſatisfied with telling you my 
opinion, and then leave you to deter- 
mine for yourſelf, 
Mary. But mama ſays I may go. 
Lady I. —. You ſee, Mrs. Mont- 
fort, Mary is not at all inclined to be 
reaſonable this morning. | 
Mrs. Montfort. Lady Mary hates 
contradiQtion, which is a pity, as being 
| ſo 
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ſo apt to be in the wrong ; ſhe has, yet, 
a great deal of it to experience. Hows 
ever, as ſhe has lately behaved pretty 
well, I ſhall certainly meet your Lady- 
ſhip's wiſhes, and attend her to St. 
Margaret's. | 

This affair ſettled, Mary was told 
to reſume her ſeat at the writing table, 
but her head ran ſo much upon the 
promiſed pleaſure, that ſhe was but lit- 
tle inclined to attend to any thing elſe. 


She was very deſirous to know at what 


hour the muſic was to begin—what the 
diſtance might be between Groſvenor 


Square, and the place where it was to 


be performed, but above all, how much 
her mama was to pay for the tickets. 


Theſe queſtions, as unneceſſary as 


they were ill- timed, were evaded by, 
Pray, my dear, attend to what you are 
about ;* 
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about ;” then—* Oh, but mama, I can 
write very well while I am talking, I 
only want you to tell me.” —* You ſhall 
talk as much as you pleaſe aſter ſchool 
but | infiſt upon filence being preſerved 
till that time.“ 

The little girl obeyed, but her page 
of vriting ſufficiently evinced the un- 
willingneſs with which ſhe had reſigned 
the point. What did ſhe gain by this 
ill humour? Had ſhe ſubmitted pa- 
tiently, ſhe would have written her 
copy well, and would conſequently 
have avoided the penance of having it 
to do again, a penance the more heavy, 
as it poſtponed the gratification ; at laſt, 
however, the taſk was compleated, 
and Lady L having left the room, 
ſhe applied to Mrs. Montfort, for anſ- 


wers to the queſtions ſhe had previouſ- 


I ly 


— —— — —— : — 1 
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ly put to her mama; She expreſſed : 
great ſurpriſe, on hearing that each 

ticket would coſt a guinea, and her 
governeſs ſoon after, inſenſibly turning 
the ſubject of converſation to Am- 
broſe and his wife, ſhe became thought- 
ful, and for ſome minutes was totally 
ſilent. “ You appear melancholy, my 
dear:” ſaid Mrs. Montfort, „What 


are you thinking of?” „I was only 


thinking about St. Margaret's.” „Then 
why ſo grave?” „I don't know, 
ma'am :” ſaid Mary, with a deep ſigh; 
% You appear to heſitate between two 
opinions, let me hear them, perhaps [ 
may aſſiſt you to decide.“ „ Oh, I 


know very well, to which you will give 


- the preference.” * And do you think 


I ſhall judge properly?“ “ Certainly.” 
& Then I hope you would abide by my 
3 deter- 
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determination. Shall I-tell it you?” 
——+ You do not know yet, what puz- 
zles me.“ “ I beg your pardon ; I 
know very well.“ —“ It is impoſſible,” 
By no means. But how do you 
know eit?“ “ By knowing you. Chil- 
dren have their little ſchemes and con- 
trivances, and thinking themſelves won- 
derful -politicians, are perſuaded that 
what is buried in their own boſom mult 
be hid from others. They may in this 
manner, ſometimes deceive common 
obſervers, but never thoſe by whom 
they are educated, A perſon accuſ- 
tomed to ſuperintend the condutt of 
young people, can read every look and 
penetrate the ſource of every attion.— 
Your ladyſhip need not bluſh, you have 
no reaſon to be aſhamed of the ſenti- 


ment that gives birth to the ſtruggle 


now 
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now exiſting in your own mind, but at 
the ſame time I aſſure you in ſuch a caſe 


there is no room for heſitation. Whe- 


ther on one hand, to purchaſe an amuſe- 
ment to oneſelf, or on the other, to 
make two people quite happy, oughtnot 
to be the debate even of a moment. 
Now will you tell me it is impoſſible to 
diſcover your thoughts?“ Then 
J have determined, ma'am," ſaid Mary, 
& I will aſk mama to give me two gui- 
neas for Ambroſe, inſtead of buying 
the tickets.” 

© Suppole you were to go down im- 


* — 
mediately; you cannot too ſoon com- 


municate your reſolutions to your 
mama; ſhe will be delighted to find 
her little girl's diſpoſition promiſe to 
be as generous as her own.” But firſt, 
—and ringing the bell, Mrs. Montfort 
de- 
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fired the ſervant to enquire if a Lady 
L—— was alone. The anſwer being 
in the affirmative, Mary, after recelv- - 
ing a kiſs from her governeſs, as a re-. 
ward for her good intentions, hurried 
down to her mama's dreſſing room, to 
aſk the boon in queſtion; ſhe had no 
reaſon to complain of ill ſucceſs in her 
undertaking; Lady L—— granted 
her requeſt with pleaſure, and in order 
to make her quite caſy, added the other 
three guineas. Thus was the neceſſary 
ſum completed, and Mary had the ſa- 
tisfaction of preſenting it to the honeſt. 
bricklayer, the very next day, 


F "RAT 
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CHAPTER Vil. 


| Mss. B—— did not fail to repeat 

the requeſt ſhe had made to Lady L—- 

the preceding year. When ſhe was in- 

formed of what had already paſſed, ſhe 

ſet no bounds to the encomiums ſhe 

beſtowed upon the little girl: Such 

: generofety ! ſuch charity ! really her dear 
Tittle girl was quite a prodigy!” Such 

| Praiſe was the more dangerous, as the 
child poſſeſſed a conſiderable ſhare of 

| vanity, and was very apt to imagine ſhe 

| had done wonders, when perhaps no- 


thing more than a mere diſcharge. of 
duty had taken place. To ſuch a diſ- 
i . - poſition, exceſſive praiſe muſt ever be 
| = injurious; but nothing could make 
| Mrs, 
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Mrs. B deſiſt, no hints enable her 
t& comprehend the miſchief ſhe was 
creating, nor would any intreaties per- 
ſuade her to ſuffer Mary to go up to 
her governeſs, till ſhe had obtained a 
promiſe from Lady L——, to let the 
| little girl dine with her the next day. 
Mary twice ſtumbled, and tore her 
frock, in aſcending the ſtair- caſe, in ſo . 
great a hurry was ſhe to tell this joy- 
ful piece of news to Mrs. Montfort, 

who, as may well be imagined, did not 

appear much delighted with the ar- 
rangement. Her pupil ſeeing her diſ- 
fatisfaQtion, did not fail to attribute it 
to the circumſtance of Mrs. B=— hav- 
ing neglected to include her in the in- 


vitation; but as this neglect ſecretly - 
afforded her ſome pleaſure, ſhe did not 
F 2 think 


come of you, meanwhile? 


day. | 
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think of remedying it, but only endea- 


voured to palliate the ſuppoſed ves. 


tion, by reminding her that ſhe would 
have the day to herſelf:—“ Only think, 
ma'am,” ſaid ſhe, “1 fhall go at twelve 
— Mrs. B 
—to be ſure you are to take me to her 


ſays I muft not be later; 


houſe, but as you are not to ſtay, 


ma'am, you will have nothing more to 


do from that time, till you fetch me 


home at night; you will have almoſt 
a whole day to your/elf;—be at _ 


| to go wherever you pleaſe.” 


Mrs. Montfort. - And what will * 


3 


Mary. Oh, I ſhall have a holi- 


Mrs. Montfort, Well, I hope yon 
will not make a bad uſe of it. Are 
you to meet any body at Mrs. B—'s ? 

* — 
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© Mary. There is to be her little 
mece Conſtantia, and Caroline G f 
like them both—we ſhall have ſuch a 
happy day.—l wiſh you were to be of 
the party. | 

Mrs. Montfort, Huſh! huſh! You 
are yet too much inclined to do wrong, 


not to be very glad I do-not join your 
company. As I have ſo recently con- 
vinced you I can read your thoughts, I 
wonder you ſhould attempt to impoſe 
upon. me by ſuch a ridiculous aſſur- 
ance.. | 
Mary. But mama fays I ought not 
to like to be abſent from you.. | 
Mrs. Montfort. But your mama is 
far from wiſhing you to expreſs a con- 
cern you do not feel. I flatter myſelf, 
a time may come, when you feel a 


Fg- concern 
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concern at my abſence, and that pro- 
ceeding from an affection for me; and a 
deſire for my ſociety indeed, at pre- 
ſent, you ought to be ſo conſcious of 


pvyour own incapacity, to conduct yours 
ſelf properly, as to be uneaſy when the 
perſon is not preſent to whom you are 
accuſtomed to apply for advice; but 
this humility is not natural to you; you 
are too vain to believe yourſelf in want 
of a guide, and you always obey my 
commands with ſuch manifeſt impa- 
tience, that you muſt give me leave to 
doubt the poſſibility of your _— | 
oy great affettion for me. 2 

A ſummons to dinner, interrupted a a 
converſation now become highly diſ- 
trefling to Mary, who, however, ſoon 
conſoled herſelf for the mortification 
this 
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this unexpeRted detection of her inſin- 
cerity had cauſed her, by anticipating 
che many pleaſant hours ſhe was likely 
to ſpend in the courſe of the next day. 
But how frail is human telicity! At 
eight o'clock, a note addreſſed to The 
Hon. Lady Mary M, was brought 
in: With a fluttering heart, and trem- 
bling hands—The Hon. Lady Mary 
M, opened it, and found its con- 
tents to be as follows :— 

« My charming little friend will not, 

I hope, be very angry with me if I de- 
fer the the pleaſure of receiving her, 
till Thurſday. To-morrow morning 1 
ſhall peep into the ſchool room, (but not 
interrupt 34/2; for the world) and en» 
deavour to find out how foon I may de 
received into favor.” ' | 2 
F4 6 She 
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& She may dine by herſelf on Thurf- 
day; *—faid Mary, tearing the letter 
piecemeal, &ſhe'1 may dine by herſelf 
1 am ſure I wont go no, that I Will 
 not—ſhe may alk me as often as ſhe 
pleaſes, but I never will, no. Mrs. 
Montfort now thought proper to inter- 
fere, and begging to know the cauſe of 
this ſudden emotion, Mary repeated the 
chief part of the note, and was conti- 
nuing her invedtives againſt the autho- 
reſs of it, when her governeſs ſuddenly 
ſtopped her: I will permit no ſuch 
language, Lady Mary. You are too 
young to be a companion for Mrs. | 
B, ſhe can derive no pleaſure from 
your converſation ; conſequently ſhe 
did not invite you to gratify herſelf, but 
to afford you an opportunity of paſſing 
| « happy 
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a happy day, with two children of your. 
own age, and if by ſome. means ſhe is 
prevented from receiving you, why are 
you to be offended! as her deſign was 
clearly to give you pleaſure, it is fool- 
iſh to ſuppoſe her ill-natured enough : 
to feign an excuſe in order to diſap- 
point you. A 
Mary. I did not fay 8 the: 
feigned an excuſe... __ „ 

Mrs. Montfort. You ſuppoſe, then, 
that Mrs: B—— 1s really otherwiſe en- 
gaged ?. | 
Mary. 1 am ſure I dont care. 
Mrs. Montfort. That is a. * 
anſwer. | 1 

Mary. Well "ow l ſuppoſe ſhe i is; 
or ſhe would not have put me off. 

Mrs. Montfort. Then ſurely, you 
have no reaſon to complain, if ſhe 
ge "Fs gives 
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gives herſelf the trouble of apologiz- 


ing to you for the diſappointment. 

Mary. I don't care for her apolo- 
gies, iN | C 
Mrs. Montfort. 1 am ſorry to ſee 


you ſo childiſn. An apology on fuch 


eircumſtances as this, is always ad- 


mitted by well bred people. 


Mary. O, but I ſhanꝭt accept one.— 1 
have no notion of being treated in this 


manner. 


Mrs. Montfort. No, I ſee you are 
too deficient in politeneſs, and good- 
nature, to feel the force of an apolo- 
gy ; and too much of a child to bear a2 
diſappointment with patience. 

Mary. I ſhould like to know what 
mama will ſay to her, when ſhe comes 


* $0-morrow, 


Mrs, 


- ANECDOTES OF MARY. © 10% 
Mrs. Montfort. Mrs, B. is com- 
ing to-morrow, then? 
Mary. I ſaid ſo, didn't 1? 
Mrs. Montfort. Your Ladyſhip is 
much miſtaken if you think I will ſuffer 
theſe impertinent replies. I ſhall talk 
no longer with you to night, and as you 
have nothing to do, I deſire you will 
go to bed. 
Mary. It is not my hour. 
Mrs. Montfort. I know you are 
eight years old, and generally ſit up 
till nine o'clock, but you have be- 
haved this afternoon, like a by. and 
I treat you as ſuch. : 
Mary. But 1 don't like to go ſo 
ſoon. 7 ? 
Mrs. Montfort, Nevertheleſs you | 
muſt go, and bat immediately. 
Mary. Itis very hard, 
1 | Mrs, 
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Mrs. Montfort. Not at all. My 
caſe would indeed be hard, were 1 
forced to keep company with you when 
you are in theſe impertinent humours. 
You know very well, that in our lei- 
ſure hours I often lay down my book, 
or leave off writing, in order to con- 
verſe with you ; I permit. you to aſk 
die and frequently explain to 
you the motives by which I am ac- 
tuated, but this can only be when you 
are inclined to be reafonable ; 1 can- 
not ſubmit to the chance of being anf: 
wered with impertinence. - You wil 
meet with Anne in the next room 
leave this door open; and if, after a 
little refleQion, you find how much 
you have been in the wrong, and think 
fit to make me an apology for your be. 
5 1 baviour 


4 
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Haviour, I ſhall come and pray with 
you, but not elſe.” 

Mary walked flowly to her bed 
room, left: the door open as ſhe- had 
been deſired, and Mrs. Montfort heard 
no more of hex that night, as ſhe was 
faſt aſleep when. that lady retired. to; 
reſt. eff 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Bw little "_ awoke early the next 
morning; her in humour having in 
ſome meaſure ſubſidedy ſhe was ena- 
bled to reflect ſerioufly, upon what had 


paſſed the preceding evening; ſhe ſoon 


diſcovered that in her behaviour to 
Mrs. Montfort, ſhe had been much to 


blame, and repentance quickly follow. 


ed the conviftion. It was not ſo eaſy 
to diveſt herſelf of reſentment towards 
Mrs. B-—;, conſidering her as the 
cauſe of a diſappointment which the 
ſtill felt, and the more ſeverely, as it 
had been the occaſion of involving her 


in a quarrel with her governeſs; but as 


this quarrel did exiſt, ſome means muſt 


2 be 
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be deviſed, in order to produce a res 
- conciliation, If Mrs. Montfort was 
diſpleaſed with her, ſhe was to expett 
no kind of notice from her father and 
mother; Mrs. B— too, would ſee 
ber in diſgrace, and the idea of paſſing 
a day in this manner, was become ter- 
rible to her: but what was to be done? 
How was ſhe to regain Mrs, Montfort's 
good opinion? This appeared to her, 
a matter requiring ſome conſideration, 
and ſhe had half determined upon afk- 
ing for pardon, as the quickeſt method 
of obtaimng it, when the clock ſtruck 
fix, and ſhe heard her governeſs move. 
This was the moment, then; the bell 
would preſently ring for Anne, who 
was by no means, to witneſs her hu- 
miliation. But how to begin? One 
| minute 
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minute ſ{lipped.away after another, and 
the bell was rung. I Il count twen» 
ty, ſaid Mary, and then In begin, 


. —one, two, three — four five ſix — 
1 ſeven —— eight nine — ten.“ The 
li 15 maid entered, and the opportunity was 
'1H loſt. How ſilly was it thus to heſitate, | 
| | conſcious ſhe had behaved ill, no falſe 
1! ſhame. ought. to have made her defer 
| offering an apology. for her condutt, 


— > 


* _— Rn — 
— — - — 


and no.hamiliation thought a ſufficient 


atonement for it; ſhe. repented, it is 


— 


true, but her repentance did not ariſe 
from the proper ſource, it was occa- 
froned by the regret ſhe felt at having 
thus brought herſelf into trouble, 


—— ——-— 


— — —— — — 


— " 


— 


Mrs. Montfort was not long at her 


%, 
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"nj but Mary had-in chat time, rea- 


— — — 
— — — 
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ſoned herſelf into an opinion,. that all 
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o 
— — — DB x —k([ͥ[—k̃ 


. would 


ED 
GP Fs 


— — 


© ANECDOTES of Mary. 114 


would paſ's on as uſual, and had accord- 


ugly put on a very cheerful counte- 


nance, which, however, ſoon fell; when 
ſhe was accoſted with the formal greet- 
ing of Good morning to you, Lady 
Mary!” Lady Mary, who now looked 
very filly, could make no anſwer, and 
was ready to cry through vexation. 
Mrs. Montfort ſaid no more, and ſoon 
went to prepare the leſſons, in the next 
room. Anne, who remained with her 
young lady, was fully inclined to aſk 
queſtions, and adminiſter conſolation, 
but Mrs. Montfort unfortunately kept 
the door, between the rooms open, 
and thus prevented all converſation. 
As the dancing maſter was expected 


ſoon after ſeven, Mary, though never. 


more inclined to dawdle, had actually 


na; 


| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
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no time to loſe, as ſhe had yet to ſay 
prayers with her governeſs, who would: 
afterwards read to her in the New Teſ- 
tament, explaining to her ſuch paſſages 
as were difficult to underſtand.* But 
ſhe ſo much dreaded to enter the next 
room, that Mrs. Montfort was forced 
to remind her that ſhe was waiting, two 
or three times, before ſhe could pre- 
vail upon herſelf to obey the ſummons. 
„Lou have been unuſually long,” ſaid 
that lady to her, as ſhe came ſlowly in, 
% | thould have thought that after your 
behaviour laſt night —— | 
Mary. I did not mean yz 


Mrs. 


Mary had been taught, beſides, to addreſs a ſhort 


prayer to the Deity, immediately upon waking, to ac- 


knowledge his goodneſs in having defended her from 
all “ perils and dangers of the night,“ a tribute no 
grateful nund can neglect to pay, 
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Mrs. Montfort. What? 
Mary. 


To be impertinent. 
Mrs. Montfort. And are you con- 
vinced you were ſo, 
Mary. 1 did not mean—— 
Mrs. Montfort, Do you remember 
what paſſed ? | 
Mary. A little | 
Mrs. Montfort. You may perhaps 
recollett my aſking you if Mrs, B 
was to come here to day.—Y our an- 
ſwer was,—* 1 ſaid ſo, didn't 1?” Now 
tell me what you meant by ſuch a re- 
ply ? | : T8 
Mary. I did not like to be aſked, 
Mrs. Montfort. That, by the bye, 
is no anſwer ; but pray what might be 
your objedtion? | 


Mary, 
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Mary. I don't know—I did not 

like it.— ONE bf 
Mrs. Montfort. But what did Fo 
mean? 

Mary. I tought you knew before 
that Mrs. B—— was coming. 

Mrs. Montfort. In that caſe, Þ 
ſhould not have put the queſtion, but 
ſuppoſing; I did certainly know, Mill, 1 
expect you to tell me what you meant 
by I ſaid ſo, didn't I:“ 

Mary. Why! meant——]T am furs 


I. don't know.— I meant, I ſuppoſe, to 
tell you that I thought you knew. 

Mrs. Montfort. * And why was this 
information neceſſary? What reaſon; 
had you to-wiſh me to underſtand that 
| ſuch was your opinion? | 

Mary. I thought — it would make 
you. mad. 

| Mrs.. 
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Mrs. Montfort. I really do not 
comprehend you. * | 
Mary. Why — mad — vexed. 
Mrs. Montfort, Then you have a 
pleaſure in vexing me! 
Mary. No, I have not. 
- Mrs, Montfort, Had you not laſt 
night? 1 | | 

Mary. But I'm ſorry for it. 
- Mrs. Montfort, Yes, becauſe it 1s 
uncomfortable to be in difgrace. 
Mary. I beg your pardon, ma'am, 

Mrs. Montfort. I grant it you ;— 
though if the apology had been made 
ſooner, I ſhould have had a better 
opinion of your repentance. At pro- 
ſent, I can only think it to be the de- 
fire of getting into favour. hope 
you are convinced of the injuſtice you 


haye 
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have been guilty of, towards Mrs, 

Mary. Oh, Mrs. B-—, I ſhan't 
ſpeak one word to her when ſhe comes 
to day. I never will forgive her. 

Mrs, Montfort. Now you talk fool- 
iſhly, for I will not believe you ſo 
wicked, as really to mean what your 
words expreſs. | 

Mary. I mean that I never will for- 
give her as long as | live. | 

Mrs. Montfort. . You, who, in a 
few minutes will kneel. down and ſay, 
& forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we for- 
give them that treſspaſs againſt us 
and have by your mother, been ſo well 
taught to underſtand the prayers you 
uſe; can you make ſuch a declara- 
tion ? 

Mary, 
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Mary. I can't ſay I ſee any harm in 
not forgiving a perſon who injures 
Mrs. Montfort. Then, when you 
pray, you content yourſelf with re- 
peating words, without attending ta the 
ſenſe they contain. 

Mary. No, I do not. 

Mrs. Montfort. What is meant ip 
the ſentence I this moment alluded to? 


Mary. — As our crimes are of- 
fences againſt God, we beſeech him to 
pardon all that we commit, in propor- 
tion to the forgiveneſs we ſhew towards 
ſuch of our fellow creatures as offend 
us. That is what mama told me. 

Mrs. Montfort. Then, when you 
implore God to pardon your tranſgreſ. 
ſions, how can you venture to ſubjoin 
this condition? 


"TS. 
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Mary. Oh, I never think of hat, 
for 1 never commit crimes. 3 
Mrs. Montfort. Indeed you do 
God forbid they ſhould be enormous 
in themſelves, but with reſpe&-to you, 
they certainly are ſo. Revenge, is a 
crime ;—and yet at this moment, you 
are meditating the commiſſion of it, in 
the cold reception you mean to give 
to Mrs. B. You think you ſhall 
hurt her—you intend it—and but that 
your power is limited, you would wil 


lingly do ſomething to hurt her ſtill 


more. This, then is revenge, and in 
you, it is revenge carried to an exceſs, 
for you exerciſe it as far as you are 


able. 
Mary. But Im angry with dk 


| B——, I muſt not 3 to be in 


a good humour with her. 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. Montfort. If you would but 
take the trouble to think ſeriouſly upon 
what has paſſed, you would find you 
have not the leaſt reaſon to be offended 
with her. 

Mary. But you muſt allow it was 
very provoking to be ſo _ diſap- 
pointed. 
Mrs. Montfort. If you had not been 
determined to think yourſelf affronted, 
I much queſtion if the diſappointment 
would have appeared ſo very cruel; the 
pleaſure is only deferred for a day or 
two. | | 
Mary. Oh, but a day or two will 
ſeem to me as long as ſix years: I 
ſhall think of nothing elſe; I am jure 
I ſhall not be able to attend to any of 
my leſſons till the day is over. 

| G Mrs. 
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Mrs. Montfort. Pray don't take 
chat into your head, for I warn you, 
that if our buſineſs does not go on well, 
vou will not go at all ;—and then we, 

in our turn, ſhall have an excuſe to 
ſend.— But 1 thought you ſaid ou 
would never go again. ; 

Mary. Oh, but I begin to think the , 
did not mean to be ill- natured. 
Mrs. Montfort. Then you begin 
like wiſe to thinł that you have been a N 


- 


— 


little in the wrong. 
Mary. Oh, never mind; 1 I ſhall 
know better another time. 

Mrs. Montfort. I hope ſa; but we 
have been talking a long time, come 
now and fit down, that I may begin 

reading, 
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CHAPTER X. 


_ T nvs aid the converſation end: 
Mrs. B-— found ſhe was ſtill a fa- 
vourite, and her young friend profit- 
ing by the hint ſhe had received, ap- 

plied ſo cloſely to her different ſtudies, 
that when the long-looked-for day ar- 
rived, ſhe did not experience a ſecond 
diſappointment, but ſat off for Albe- : 
marle · ſtreet at the hour appointed. She 
was in ſuch a hurry to begin the day, 
as ſhe called it, that, hardly giving the 
ſervant time to announce her, ſhe gal- 
loped up ſtairs as faſt as poſſible, under 
EN Ss: : 7 pre- 
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pretence of ſhewing the way to her 
governeſs, who found it difficult to 
keep up with her. | 
Mrs. B—— was writing a note at 
her breakfaſt table; ſhe held out a 
hand to Mary, who ran to embrace 
her, but her niece Conſtantia, who 
was at the harpſichord, continued to 
play without noticing her old play-ſel- 
low. „ Conftantia, my dear,“ ſaid 
her aunt, « do pray leave off that 
| thrumming, and. come and talk with my 5 
little girl—Good morning te you. my 
dear Mrs. Monſon, I really did not ſee 
you before, you are very godd to truſt 
Jour little Eleve with me; I won't ſpoil 
her, I aſſure you, but ſhe muſt make 
me a very long vilit, Won't you, my 
-puppet ? 
Mrs, 
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Mrs. Montfort. If you vill give me 
leave, 1 will call for ber Ladyſhip at 
nine. | ee 
Mrs. B——. Nine! My dear Mrs. 
Monſon, we ſhall be all dancing at 
that time. I have promiſed Conſtantia - - 
a reel, and as I know Lady Mary 
dances delightfully, I poſitively cannot 
part with her 'till ten. 
Mrs. M——, I fear —— 
Mrs. B——. Oh, now you are 


going to tell me ſhe will fall faſt aſleep, 
—ywell zhen! we will put her to bed, 
but 1 beg you will let me have her till 
then, 54875 
Mrs. Montfort ſeeing it was in vain 
to contend, at laſt gave way to Mrs. 
B—-'s entreaties, and immediately 
took her leave. 
6 %%ͤÜ— ?•—ʃ 
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c Well, now we vill think of 
amuſing ourſelves;” ſaid Mrs. B=—, 
«come and eat ſome ſtrawberries while 
I finiſh my note.—Conſtantia can tell 
you a droll ſtory about ſtrawberries,” - 
| Conſtantia bluſhed: . Indeed ma'am 
I know no ſtory.” — © I will tell it 
then.” — % Now pray don't.” 4 Oh 
yes, I ſhall indeed; there was once a 
little girl—ſhall:] go on? - I don't 
care whether you. do or no, I'm ſure, 
Mrs. B-—. Well then, there was 
once a little girl, who had a plate of 
ſtrawberries given to her when , ſhe 
came down after dinner. She ſat by 
her —aunt— was it not, Conſtantia?“ 

Conſtantia. Indeed | know nothing 
about it, 


Mrs. 
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55 re, B —. Well then, it was her 
aunt who was talking very earneſtly 
with the gentleman who ſat next to ber, 
—fſo ſhe did not obſerve the little girl, 
who, in the mean time, had ate up her 
ren falls and all l 

Mary. Stalks! ſhe muſt have been 
very hungry. 

Mrs. B——, Not fo indeed, *R 
ſme had but the moment before de- 
voured a large piece of cake. 

Mary. Then ſhe muſt have been 
vly greedy. 

Mrs. B-—, Moſt abominably lo | 
and now ſhall I tell you who this little 
girl was? ? | 

Conſtantia, whoſe cheeks. were be- 
come as red as the ſcarlet. ſtrawberries 

G63 ſhe 


— 
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ne was eating, now got up, and was 
marching towards the door. | 

Come Conſtantia,” ſaid her aunt, - 
“1 will not tell, ſo you may come 
back — you are ſo ſoon affronted !” | 

Conſtantia, It i is enough to affront 
any one to have a thing mentioned, that 
happened four years ago. 

Mrs. B. Well, well, 1 TE 
e — We muſt go preſently and 


fetch Caroline; has my Puppet ſeen Rent 5 


lately ? | 
Mary. Not * a great while. ; 
Mrs. B-—. You know ſhe has got 
a governeſs? E41 
Marys” Oh yes, I know that— 
Mrs. B——. But not ſuch a 8 


one as Mrs. Monſon i is. 


Mary. 
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Mary. You will call her Mrs. Mon. 
ſon; > her name is Montfort. | 
Mrs. | REY Montfort, i is it! Well 
then, I will call her 0 ſhe looks 
mighty grave, 
Mary. Oh, but me is not at all g 
grave; quite the contrary, | 
Mrs. B 
for you my -hild—but do look at my 


80 much the better 


niece; what amuſement can ſhe poſſi- 

bly find in opening and ſhutting that 

work-box; go and aſk her to ſhew 

you my : bullfinch; — ] ſhall never 

finiſh my note if I have vou to chat 
Vith. 

Mary went to ſee the bird, and was 
ſo delighted with it, that ſhe did not 
think of leaving the room where it was 

G5 kept, 
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kept, till Mrs. 84 ſent to tell her 
the carriage was at the door. 
Conſtantia, who had now pretty well 
recovered her- ſpirits, accompanied 
her into the drawing- room, where they 
found two ladies, to whom Mary was 
introduced as the little girl of whom 
Mrs. B—— had been relating a charm- 
mg anecdote the night before. Theſe 
two ladies ſeemed to vie with each 
other i in paying compliments to Mary 3 
they even out-did. Mrs. B——, ho 
vas almoſt tempted to ſmile at che ex- 


travagance of their encomiums, and 
from this circumſtance my reader will 
no doubt. infer, that they muſt have | 
been very extravagant indeed. Mrs. 
B—— was exceſſively fond of children, 
and rom 4 her great defre of pleaſing 


them, 


. 
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chem, was too often led to extol their | 
moſt indifferent ations, though at the 
ſame time, ſhe was by no means blind 


- to their faults, and could admit the ne- 
. ceſſity of correcting them. In the par- 
ticular attention ſhe had all along 
- ſhewed to Mary, ſhe had been actuated 
by no motive but good-nature : not ſo, 
Mrs. M——— and her daughter, without 
fondneſs for children, and certainly 
not poſſeſſing any high idea of the un- 
derſtanding of their parents, they al- 
ways made a great fuſs with every- 
young perſon that fell in their way, 
merely with a view of paying court to, 
and receiving civilities from their con- 
neftions. Strange, that people ſhould 
thus ſacrifice the happineſs of others to 
the gratification of their own paltry 
-+-. G6 vanity, _ 
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vanity, deceiving thoſe, whom, as fu- 
- ture members of ſociety, it is their in- 

tereſt, nay, their duty to preſerve from 

bad impreſſions. I am willing to hope, 
for the honor of humanity, that there- 
are not many, but that /ome ſuch cha- 
ratters do exiſt is but too certain. But to 
return to Mary :—She was not of a diſ- 
poſition (as has been before remarked) 
to believe any praiſe beſtowed upon 
her exaggerated. How then was it poſſi- 
ble, when thus aſſailed, to refrain from 
thinking herſelf a nonpareille in 
goodneſs of heart: :—But this was not 
all, her converſation afforded ſo wany 
proofs of the extent of her genius ; ſhe 
was /o elegant, 2 polite, and withal, ſo 


unconſcious of her own qualifications, 
that — 
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that—in ſhort, ſhe was already exactly 
like the dear Lady L——, her mama. 
Conſtantia, who had hitherto: been 
accuſtomed to receive the homage | 
Now paid to the Peer's daughter, felt 
her yanity not a little hurt. She was 
twelve years old, and had profited ſo 
well by inſtruQtions from the beſt' maſ- 
ters in muſic, drawing, dancing, and the 
languages, that in theſe branches ſhe 
had made a greater proficiency than is 
uſual at her age. But the misfortune 
now threatening Mary had overtaken 
her long before, and the exceſſive va- 
nity ſhe had imbibed, whilſt it led her 
to aim at perfettion in theſe branches 
of education, made her negle& the 
cultivation of thoſe nobler talents for 
which-we are indebted to nature. Her 


3 aunt 
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aunt would frequently ſend for her 
from ſchool, in order to exhibit at her 
private epncerts, and the ſkill with 
which, on thoſe occaſions, ſhe per- 
formed the moſt difficult leſſons on the 
| harpſichord, drew from all her auditors 
exclamations of aſtoniſhment and de- 
light. This was ſufficient ; ſhe grew 
confident, and loſt that timidity which 
in young people is always the atten- 
dant upon real merit. Her aunt ſaw 
this defect, and would ſometimes rea- 
ſon with her upon the frivolity of her 
acquirements, in order to make her 
think leſs highly of herſelf; butwhat 
good effect could theſe converſations. : 
produce, when perhaps the very next 
day ſhe would exact from her, and ap- 
pear highly flattered by a diſplay of 
| W her 
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her accompliſhments before an hundred 
people. With an education of the 
ſame kind, Mary would in the end 
have reſembled Conſtantia, but her 
mother, in many reſpets, differed in 


opinion from Mrs. B 
Mrs. and Miſs N 
exhauſted their whole ſtock of pretty 


- 


, having at laſt 


fayings, went away, and more company 
coming in, Mary, who did not expe- 
rience any kind of notice from them, 
grew tired of ſtaying in one room, and 
aſked Conſtantia to ſhew her the bull- 
finch once more. Lord, child! I 
wonder what you can like in that naſty 
bullfinch, it does not ſing two notes 
together in time.” 4 I thought,” re- 
turned Mary, „there was ſomething 
the matter with it's ſinging.” Fou 


/ 


are 
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are right, Why you know nothing of 
muſic.” Oh, yes I do.” “ And 
 - whoi 1s your maſter?” © Mr, 1 8 
e He is mine: does he ever talk of 
me?!“ « No, never.“ Never! that 
is very odd!” „ Why is it odd?” 
« Why! becauſe he reckons me his 
beſt ſcholar.” Does he indeed!” 
& And he intends to dedicate three 
Sonatas to me next month. But if you 
chuſe to hear the bullfinch, you muſt 
come now, for theſe people will go 2 
ſoon, and then „Oh, I do not 


— 


want to hear it any more; I Hate any 
ching that burts the ear.” Conſtantia 
eyeing her companion with a look that 
ſeemed to ſay, Lou do not know 
What you are talking of,” reſumed her 
ſeat, and Mary walked to the window. 


c HAP. 
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CHAPTER XI, 


I N about a quarter of an hour, Mrs. 
 B——'s carriage was called up, and 
getting in, they drove to Wimpole- 
ſtreet. Caroline had been waiting for 
them ſome time, of which circumſtance 


ſhe took great care they ſhould not re- 


main ignorant. Mrs. B , however, 
foon changed the converſation, and 
they became very cheerful. After 
driving from one place to another, till 
four o'clock, they ſtopped at an Exhi- 
bition of Pictures, where this lady meet - 
ing ſome friends, chatted with them till 
| | near 
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near five, when all at once recollecting 
that the poor children muſt be dying 
with hunger, ſhe returned to Albe- 
marle-ſtreet, where leaving them with 
cakes and ſandwiches, ſhe went up to 
dreſs: Conſtantia ſoon followed her 
- aunt. Caroline and Mary, now left to 

_ themſelves, ate very faſt, and talked of 
their governeſſes. After dinner their 
| kind hoſteſs contrived to amuſe them 
till ten, at which hour Mrs. Montfort 
arrived. Heated and tired with 
dancing and running about, Mary was. 
not very ſorry to return home, and in= 
deed ſhe was ſo much fatigued as t fall 
ſaſt aſleep in the carriage, ſhe was put 
to bed immediately, and did not awake 


| the next morning before nine o'clock ; 
after breakfaſt ſhe went to ſee her 
mama, 
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mama, and then walked out. *I wiſh,” - 
ſaid ſhe to her governeſs, © I wiſh I 
was going to Mrs. B-—'s again to- 
day; you cannot imagine, Ma'am, what 
a happy day I ſpent,” © I am very 
glad you -had ſo much pleaſure, my 
dear,” faid Mrs. Montfort, “ but you | 
know yeſterday was ſpent in idleneſs, 
you made no progreſs in any branch of 
your education; I muſt own I fhould 
be very ſorry if d ſuch days oc- 
curred. 
Mary. But then you 6e ſeldom let 
me have a holiday! Caroline told me 
| her governeſs very often excuſes her 
her leſſons, and then they walk out to- 
gether into the ſtreets, and Miſs Ri- 
chard takes her to ſee a great many 
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of her acquaintance. You never do 
ſo. 

Mrs. Montfort. I never yet heard 
it was the duty of a governeſs to intro- 
duce her pupil into company. 

Mary, No, I don't know that it is 
her duty, but I am ſure it makes a very 


pleaſant change; I'm quite fick of 


walking round and round this' naſty 
fquare. - ts ey 
Mrs. Montfort. Well then, to-mor- 
row we will walk in Hyde Park. | 
Mary. Oh, but I don't like Hyde 
Park ; hate walking at all. . 
Mrs, Montfort. Then' ſuppoſe we 
fit at home all the morning. 
Mary. No, no,—you 3 what 1 
5 mean; I ſhould like—there, to turn 
don that ſtreet, and ſo go into Bond- 
ſtreet, 
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ſtreet, and all along Bond-ſtreet, and 
Tee ſomebody, and go into a houſe 
and talk. | 

Mrs. Montfort. All theſe pleaſures 
are in your reach, excepting, indeed, 

the walk into Bond- ſtreet; we -now ſee 
a great many people, if you want to Yo 
into a houſe, we ſhall beat our own door 
in five minutes, and as to talking, here I 
am, you may talk to me as much as you 
pleaſe. 

Mary. Now you laugh at me: what 
J want, is to go and ſee ſomebody you 
are acquainted with. 

Mrs. Montfort. Suppoſe we go and? 
ſee your mama? 

Mary. Nonſenſe! You won't un- 
derſtand me: 1 tell you Miſs Richard, 
Caroline G='s governeſs, knows a 

| great 
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great many people that Mrs. G 

does not know, and Miſs Richard takes 
| Caroline through the ſtreets to ſee theſe 
-people——and—that—is what I want 
You to do. any 

Mrs. Montfort. You have taken a 
wonderful deal of pains to tell me you 
think Miſs G 
than yourſelf, but you do not conſider 


leads a happier life 


how much time ſhe. muſt loſe in paying 
| theſe viſits. 5 | 
Mary. I cannot ſay I ſee any uſe 
in fitting the whole day reading and 
writing and working. | NY 
Mrs. Montfort. You never do. it. 
Mary. Oh yes I do; there was the p 
day before yeſterday, firſt when I came 
in from walking, I learned leſſons by 
heart, then I read geography, and that 
I naſty 
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naſty hiſtory, then danced, and then 
pratliſed, and then went down to din- 


ner — 


Mrs. Montfort. At three o'clock, 
—you go to bed at nine, ſtill you have 
the employment of ſix hours to men- 
tion. be: 

Mary. Oh, after dinner I went to 
mama, and then pradtiſed again, and 
then! ſuppoſe—oh, then you read to 
me—and then —— 

Mrs, Montfort. Then we played 
together with the maps, and when you 
grew tired of the game, I gave you 
your doll. | 

Mary. Yes, I know you did. 
Mrs. Montfort. Thus you ſee, in 
this day of reading, writing and work- 
ing, we contrived to find time for prac- 
tiſing, 
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tiſing, dancing, going dovn to dinner, 
ſeeing mama, walking, and playing with 


maps and dolls. EP 2 
Mary. But will you promiſe to 
take me to ſee ſome of your acquaint- 
ance? It muſt be quite dull for you. 
Mrs. Montfort. Your Ladyſhip 
may depend upon it, I ſhould never 
have undertaken ſo great a charge as 
the ſuperintendance of a young per- 
ſon's education, had I not determined 
to dedicate the whole of my time to her 
improvement. Miſs Richard may, per- 
haps, think it right to introduce her pu- 
pil to all her acquaintance; I=think 
differently, and F aſſure you, the few | 
people I know will never ſec you at 


their houſes. 


Mary. But why? 
Mrs, 


| 
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Mrs. | Montfort, 1 have already | G | 


told you, I think ſuch viſits muſt en- 
| groſs too much of our time. 

Mary. But ve might go at e in- 
ſtead of playing. 

Mrs. Montfort. Yes, and then you 
would be ſo tired in the morning, Gan 
inſtead of riſing at fix —- 

Mary. Well, well, I give up going 

out at night, but ſtill—in the morning 
what ſhould hinder our going, now, in- 
ſtead of walking. 

Mrs. Montfort. We valk for the 
ſake of exerciſe, it is neceſſary we 
ſhould each day make this ſacrifice of 
ſome of our time in order to be in good 
health. If you and I were to pay viſits : 
every morning, we muſt either ſhorten 
our walks, or you muſt unavoidably 
vegle& ſome of your ſtudies, 


JE Mary. 
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Mary. Oh, that Im ſure 1 ſhould 
think no hardſhip. | . $i, 

Mrs. Montfort. How much like a 
baby you talk ſometimes! If you will 
not ſtudy, you muſt prove an ignorant 

woman, and this very world, into which 
you are ſo impatient to plunge yourſelf, 
will deſpiſe you as ſuch, Nothing 
being ſpared in your education, it 
would be ungrateful and diſhoneſt to- 
wards your parents, to ſuffer them to 
expend ſo much upon whatyou are de- 
termined not to profit by. 1 have fre- 
quently talked to you on this ſubject 
before. SEE OE 
Mary. Oh yes, 1 TAPES you have, 
but I ill think it very diſagreeable to 


— 


ſtudy - can J help thinking ſo. 
Mrs. Montfort. If you were regu- 
larly to ſit down every day, with a de- 


termination 
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termination to improve yourſelf, and 
ſuffer nothing to call off your attention, 
depend upon it, you would Toon find 
it even agreeable to ſtudy, but when 
you hate the very idea of applying 
yourſelf, and give way to every filly 
thought that comes into your head: 
&« how that Miſs G—— is now viſiting 
whilſt you are forced to ſtay at home, 
and how another Miſs, whilſt you are 
ſhut up, is enjoying a holiday,” how 
is it poſſible you ſhould be intereſted 
in the hiſtory I give you to read, 

Mary. I know ſuch thoughts very 
- often come into my head, and then you 
tell me I make blunders, 

Mrs. Montfort. When people don't 
attend to what they are about, they al- 
ways do. 


H 2 Mary, 
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Mary. Well, I will try to attend. 
Mrs. Montfort. You will find your. 

advantage in it, my dear child; but it 

is now the hour for returning home. 


Remember your promiſe. 
Mary. Yes, yes, never fear. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


| Mary vas agrecably ſurpriſed, 
upon her return home, to find her only 
brother juſt arrived from Eton. He 
was one year older than herſelf, clever, 
extremely lively, and of an ingenuous 
diſpoſition. He had juſt been long 
enough at ſchool to loſe the ſheepiſh- 
neſs that children generally contract in 
their nurſeries, and had too much good 
ſenſe to follow the example of other 
boys, who, during their firſt few months 
of abſence from home, contrive toadopt 

H 3 | „in 
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in it's ſtead, a pert boldneſs of manner, 
which, though often tolerated, never 
fails to diſguſt. 8 

Mary had juſt ſat down to read, and 
was endeavou ing to confine her atten- 
tion to the ſubject, when her mama 
brought Lord T-— into the room. 
How dye, do? how d'ye do?” was 
all they. could at firſt lay to each other, 
but ſoon finding they had a great deal 
to talk about, their little heads got 


cloſe together, and queſtions innu- 
merable were put on both ſides. 
But T 


father . not permit him to hold a 


8, impatience to ſce his 


very long converſation with his fiſter ; 
he heard a bell ring, he was ſure it | 
could be no other than Lord L—— 85 | 
and away he flew to embrace him. 
His mother following, Mary reſumed 
i N + 
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Ker feat near Mrs. Montfort, and ap- 
parently with great reluQtance took 
up her book and began reading. Five 
blunders in the firſt four lines were 
ſufficient to afford a ſtrong proof 
that ſhe was thinking of ſomething very 
foreign to the author's meaning. This 
inattention was perhaps pardonable, 
ſhe was very fond of her brother, and 
the ſurpriſe and joy ſhe had felt upon 
Teeing him, ſtill engroſſed all her Tear, be 
His Lordſhip has deranged us not 
alittle,” ſaid Mrs, Montfort, 6 how- 
ever, I am glad he is come; you will 
| pals many pleaſant hours together, how | 
long i is he to be abſent from ſchool : of 
Mary. Oh, he is to ſtay at home a 


long time, more than five weeks I be- 
lieve. i 


H 4 Mrs. . 
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Mrs. Montfort. Then we ſhall all 
go into the country together. 


Mary. Into the country | How ſoon 
do you think it will be ma am? Oh 


how I do long for the day. 
Mrs. Montfort. Ibe day will come 
very ſoon. | X 
Mary. -Oh pray 1 me was! it is 
to be . 
; Mrs. Montfort. Put your book in 
it's proper place and then come and 
fit down, and I will teh you all about 
" | 
„ Oh! how happy I ſhall be,” ſaid 
the little girl as ſhe ſkipped towards the 
book-caſe, and immediately returning, 
now ma'am I am ready.” W 
Mrs, Montfort. We go on Thur. 
day. 


Mary. 


G& 
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Mary. Do we indeed go. ſo * ? 
Oh! how glad I am Libage if 
Mrs. Montfort, And what: arte 
you ſo eager to leave town!?? 

Mary, Oh firſt, becauſe I Mall have 
no maſters in the country, ſo ſhall have 
more time to my ſelf and then it is ſo 
unpleaſant in London when the 
weather is warm. . 

Mrs. Montfort. I admire your fl 
reaſon. ; 

Mary. Oh I 8 very well you 
think it a very odd one to give, but 
then you have never known the plague 
of them. 

Mrs. Nee, Of * do a you | 
mean ? | 

Mary. Oh yes, I do n | 
are certainly great plagues. There is 
Mr, D——, with his broken Engliſh— 

| Hs Mrs, 


3 
| 
| 
| 
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Mrs. "Montfort, : I cannot conceive. 
his broken Engl anden him an ob- 
ject of ridicule. 214 

Mary. _ * have learned to 
talk better... 

Mrs. Montfort. Were you more 
inclined to profit by che inſtruflions 1 
give you in the French language, he 
would be under no neceſſity of uſing | 


any Engliſh words at all, He puts 


himſelf to an inconvenience in order 
to make you comprehend him, and 


this compliance on his part inſtead of 


meeting with your thanks, ſerves but 
to excite your ridicule, | 

Mary. But why does he not learn 
to talk better Engliſh ? 


Mrs. Montfort. He can have hint 


little time to attend to any other accom- 


pliſh- 
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pliſhment but that 1 be earns 
his breads ul : Halal my 
Mary. But it is e N 
lous to hear a man talk ſ o 
Mrs. Montfort. ſhall L defire tum 
to talk nothing but French?ꝰ! 
Mary. Oh you know very well I 
ſhould not then eee 
n 7 
Mrs. Montfort. Ad 70 then 
either ſubmit to bear bad Engliſh, or 
endeavour to improve yourſelf in 
the knowledge of his language—in 
your own—T wiſh you to corre a 
habit you have acquired of beginning 
every ſentence with Oh! the word i is 
quite unneceſſary, and beſides, gives a 
certain tone of pertneſs to your replies 
| that 1 is very unpleaſing. FLY 
| Mary, 
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Mary. I don't think J uſe i it often. 

| Mrs. Montfort. So often, that it is 
| beccme natural to you, bd you are 
not ſenſible of the de fett. N 40% 

- Mary. Oh 1 am fure I ſhould be 

| ſenlble of the defect if I had it. ; 


Mrs. Montfort. Then you think I 
am miſtaken ? 


Mary. Iam ſure you are ſo, 
Mrs. Montfort. It is much more 


likely to be your caſe than mine. 


Being continually on the watch for op- 
portunities to adviſe you, not one 


word you utter eſcapes my obſervations _ 


it is therefore very improbable chat 1 
ſhould be deceived, > 


Mary. Oh but I muſt know bet 
what I ſay myſelf, 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Montfort, By no means, you . 
ſpeak faſt and without thought. 


Mary. Oh no, I do not always accuf -7 


tom myſelf to think before I ſpeak. 
Mrs. Montfort. Then I wiſh you 
would reflect a little before you next 
ſpeak to me, for I have already told you 
Ido not approve of your N * 

frequent an uſe of that word. * 
Mary. I do ut think that J uſe it 
often, and if I do I am ſure I cant help 
it, I ſuppoſe it is a trick 
Mrs. Montfort. Of which you muſt 
heck yourſelf before I hold 1 con- 
verſation with u—- 
Mary. I dont know how to break 
myſelf of it. N 

Mrs. Montfort. Say rather, you do 
not chuſe to take the trouble—nothing 
is ſo eaſy as to think before you ſpeak: 
1 | you 


* 
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you will probably do it, when you 
find yourſelf under the ml of 
remaining ſilent. 

Mary. Oh 1 mall net be ſilent 
long=there is my brother, I know” he 
will often come and talk to e or 


: 0 
— — — — Alam a — 


— — Alt is very hard to be forced 
to think of every word one —_— 
— — ie — — 
— — —1If—Ifmaamyou will but 
begin to talk again, I m a 
more care ET | 
Mrs. Montfort. Thati 1s duffle 
But I do not like to ſee you idle, come 
and work with me, and we will talk: | 
about the country. 
During the long conyerſation that 


enſued, Mary did not once pronounce 
| the 
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the forbidden . monoſyllable : Mrs, 
Montfort was pleaſed with the atten- 
tion, though ſhe regretted much it 
could only be attributed to a motive of 
ſelf-intereſt, — 

On the following Thurſday the 
journey took place, Lord T— with 
Mr. Sutton his tutor, Mary and Mrs. 
Montfort, all travelled together. The 
weather was remarkably fine, and on 
the evening of the third day they 


entered T-— Park in a-bigh health and 
ſpirits, | 
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